The Development of Ballybrack in the Nineteenth Century

By Pól Ó Duibhir

(Read to the Old Dublin society, 16th March, 1977)

1. Tally Ho

When the Civil Survey was taken in 1654
 the land of Loughlinstown, including Ballybrack, was evenly divided between arable and pasture. Land use did not change very much during the early eighteenth century and around 1760 there was enough pasture to enable the Kilruddery Hunters to chase the fox from Bray Common to Cabinteely before finally driving him into the sea, probably somewhere off Vico Point. This excising saga was put into verse by Thomas Mozeen and published to the tune of Síle Ní Ghadhra.
 The actor John O’Keeffe remembered “… a stag, at full speed with head and horns erect; and then a full pack of hounds in the regular order of pursuit; and after them the huntsman on his horse, winding his horn followed up by a number of hunting squires, all on horseback, as I had often seen them near Dunleary and Bray, Laughlin’s Town with Johnny Adair of Kiltiernan at their head”.
 

The Kilruddery song describes how, after the hunt, the hunters retired to the hospitality of the Earl of Meath at Kilruddery. No doubt on other similar occasions they stopped for some drink and revelry at the Inn in Loughlinstown owned by one of their number Owen Bray, referred to in the song as the Loughlinstown landlord. According to some, there was more going on in Owen bray’s then would have been publicly admitted at the time: “ where neighbouring squires held their cock fights and carried on the grosser debaucheries that even they were ashamed to perpetrate in their own dwellings”.
 Mozeen, a frequent guest at the Inn wrote a song about Owen Bray’s which gives us the incidental information that the Inn may well have been a stopping off place for visitors from England, heading south after a bumpy passage across the Irish sea.

By 1814 when Anne Plumtre passed the way, Owen Bray’s was no longer an Inn, but a “gentlemen’s seat”.  The house was too near the road for the gentleman’s liking, however, so he moved the entrance to the back of the house, built a wall between it and the road and laid an avenue which comes out on to the main road some hundred yards towards Dublin.

Although the area was beginning to become more a residential than an open hunting area at this stage, Lord Powerscourt’s pack were still hunting in Ballybrack in 1815. It was on one of these outings that the fourth Duke of Dorset, then only 21 years of age, was killed in a fall from his horse in the grounds of what is now St. Columba’s. the Freeman’s Journal carried a report of the incident two days later
 explaining that the Duke’s horse had come a cropper on some loose stones but preserving his ducal dignity even to the end by informing the public that His Grace had come to the ground on his breast. The young Duke was held in such respect by those who knew him, says the reporter, that had he lived he would no doubt have succeeded his stepfather Lord Whitworth as Viceroy. The report ends with a verse from an already well worn poem:

The boast of heraldry, the pomp of power

And all that station all that wealth ere gave

Await alike the inevitable hour

The paths of glory lead but to the grave

A substantial obelisk was erected to mark the spot where the Duke met his untimely end.

A more fitting tribute might have been to have quoted from the hundred and twelve line poem which Byron wrote to the Duke when he was the poet’s fag at Harrow. Byron’s advice to the Duke was to shun those who would make up to him for his rank, and while respecting his forbears, make a career for himself through his own efforts. Fine sentiments but alas in vain. Byron’s poem, while written in 1805, was not published till much later and was perhaps fortunately not around at the time of the Duke’s death to embarrass his family with memories of the warm relationship which had existed between the two boys ten years earlier.
 With the Duke’s death, however, came the end of an era for Ballybrack. The “Developers” were already moving in.

2.
No Mud Huts

All of Loughlinstown, including Ballybrack, had been given to the Domville family by Charles the Second in 1663, and had remained in the family since. In 1811 Sir Compton Domville leased Ballybrack to Messrs Moore and Oxley.
 Moore got 42 acres for an annual rent of £105 and the lease contained a provision that he would spend £600 on lasting and valuable buildings within eight years or be subject to a fine of £1,800. The lease was for three lives with an option of renewal for 70 years at a pepper Corn 9insignificant) renewal fine. Oxley got 65 acres for an annual rent of £230 under a similar lease. He had to spend £500 on buildings within seven years or forfeit £1,500. Both leases had clauses prohibiting the burning of bricks or tiles or the building of houses with mid walls and thatch roofs. The lessees could not cut down, strip or lop any trees then standing without Domville’s consent, and should they cut such trees they were obliged to plant ten three year old trees in place of any cut down. The specified work appears to have been carried out and some 20 years later, in 1835, the records show
 that Moore and Oxley held Ballybrack under the same leases.

In his tour of the area in 1844, Frazer remarks that “beyond Kilboggit we have the improving country with the modern villas and recently erected church of Ballybrack lying along the western slope of Killiney Hill”.
 The church was erected on a site donated by Sir Compton Domville who also gave a portion of glebe.
 Sir Compton’s generosity may not be unconnected with his interest in purchasing the townland of Killiney from the Church
 and his successful purchase of the Shankill estate from the ecclesiastical authorities in 1841.
 At this stage, Sir Compton was collecting some £1,800 a year from his Loughlinstown estate and £20,000 from his property in the city and County of Dublin and the County of Meath.
 In 1851 the figures remained substantially the same.

By 1860, however, due largely to the expansion of Dublin and Dun Laoghaire and the advent of the railway (see below), development land was in great demand. Sir Compton Domville died in 1857 and his son Sir Charles Compton William Domville had enacted the “Domville Estates Act 1860” which provided for the granting of longer leases than hitherto.
 The act did not apply to the Loughlinstown estate, which had been leased to Sir William Verner Bart
 but it does indicate the contemporary demand for development land in the area generally.

A contemporary legal opinion on the Act held that 2if the leasing powers sought … to enable the Inheritors of these Estates to make leases for any term not exceeding 200 years … were granted, … it is my opinion that it would greatly ten to increase the Annual Income derivable therefrom in a period of time. … Leases for 99 years may answer for small Lots in Cities and large Towns, although very much longer is required for and sought after with avidity if known to be obtainable; but Capitalists seeking Villa Grounds on which to expend their money invariably endeavour to obtain the longest term they can procure; and will always give a higher rent on obtaining a term of two or three hundred years than they would for only half the term”
 By 1968 Sir Charles still had not granted any leases under the new dispensation but he had encumbered his estates with a charge of some £100,000. A new act in 1868 now gave Sir Charles power to borrow a further £12,000 on the security of the estates. His plea was that this simply represented a proportion of the monies which he had invested in the improvement of his Santry and Shankill estates.

While the encumbrances were growing all the time, and in the case of other landlords this had frequently been the path to insolvency in the past,
 Domville was fortunate that his estates were so situated that their value was increasing all the time. When Thomas Fitzgerald of the Survey and Valuation Office valued his Dublin  estates (excluding Loughlinstown) in 1871, he found that while the annual rental income was only some £17,000 a realistic valuation would have been in the region of 325,000, nearly 50% higher. Sir Charles was enraged, at this apparently good news, presumably when he thought of his tax-bill, and sent Fitzgerald a testy letter asking him to explain the basis of his valuation. Fitzgerald, in an equally testy reply, pointed out that the valuation was based on the knowledge which he had acquired after 25 years of practice and experience in every county in Ireland. “I have never tabulated it and can not therefore comply with your request”. He finished on an ominous note: “I may add that I did not make a detailed evaluation of your estates …”

Sir Charles was not a man to tolerate the mere professional or commercial classes as is evidenced in the following extract from a letter he sent to the Irish Times on 24th November 1868:

My politics have always been Liberal conservative. I could not, therefore, support any Radical, even were he a gentleman op position in the county, and he be a proper person in other respects, but I never could admit that a small Dublin trader could have any claim on the county.

The following extract from a verse, probably written about 1857 and entitled “Sir C. Domville’s (electoral) address done into Rhyme by A ‘VILLAIN’ “, suggests that he was known to hold all below the level of titled gentry in contempt:

I go into the House as the pet of the nobs

And I don’t care a curse for the vote of the Snobs

Confound their impertinence, why – don’t they see

That the ‘Duke’ and  the ‘Marquis’ and ‘Earl’ go for me;

And with such at my back, Sir, I don’t mean to court

What I call the “Villa” and “Flower-bed” support.

I’m for freedom of Suffrage – which I understand

To mean simply this – that the Lords of the land

The votes of their serfs have a right to command.

Whatever value may be placed on criticism by an anonymous pamphleteer, Sir Charles was severely rebuked by one of his own class when he turned his hand to a little legal innovation in 1864. The following account is taken from The Irishman of 23rd January that year. Sir Charles had brought an action into court to eject one of his tenants. He made the cardinal mistake of serving the man with a month’s notice on the 25th of the previous November, this meant

… a notice to quit and deliver up possession of his house … on CHRISTMAS DAY. Not satisfied with this act of unparalleled brutality, he comes before the court with a motion for the purpose of preventing the wretched man, who has the misfortune to be his tenant, from taking defence until he should give sufficient security for the payment of all costs and damages that might be recovered against him if defeated … That a person who is brought by another into Court, and called upon to defend himself, should be prevented from saying what his defence is until he gives security, which, perhaps, he may be totally unable to procure – such legal provision as that could not, we think, exist in any country or against any class, except in Ireland, and against Irish tenants. Yet that provision forms a prominent feature in the latest and final act passed by the British Parliament “for the protection” of the Irish tenant.

Relying on this beneficent provision SIR CHARLES DOMVILLE moved the court that his tenant JOHN BRACKEN should not be allowed to defend himself until he should give security for costs … On this state of facts the Judges of the Queen’s Bench not only unanimously refused the application of SIR CHARLES DOMVILLE, but they freely expressed their sense of the stringent (a word which we not being restrained by judicial dignity, will translate into savage) character of the legal provision in question. And one of the Judges (to whom, in passing, we tender our thanks) sternly and severely rebuked the conduct of the plaintiff, and said that whatever discretion was allowed him, he would always exercise against a man coming into Court with such a case.

The value of the Loughlinstown estate, and in particular of Ballybrack, was increasing steadily as a residential area and this the more so after the arrival of the railway in 1854.

3.
On the Rails

The great famine of 1845-47 does not seem to have had any measurable effect on Ballybrack. If the census figures are to be believed, the population of the townland rose by 30% between 1841 and 1851.
 Without detailed data on the age and occupational structure of the population it is very difficult to assess the reasons for the increase. It is probably safe, however, to assume that the prohibition on the construction of mud huts in the 1811 leases may well have ensured that the type of person most likely to have been directly affected by the Famine never actually settled on this land.

It could be argued, on the other hand that, were it not for the Famine and the consequent reluctance of investors to finance projects such as railway development, the railway would have come sooner. By 1844 the Dun Laoghaire line had been extended to Dalkey and plans were afoot for an extension to Bray on the way to Wexford. This “caused the building speculator to become active, ‘every available spot of land’ has been ‘laid out for villa ground’ … the price of building-ground was daily rising in Dalkey and Killiney”.
 However it was not yet to be, and the various railway companies involved continued squabbling among themselves for ten more years so that the real fillip only came with the railway development in 1854; the city was now only three quarters of an hour away.
 Between 1851 and 1861 the population of the townland increased by a further 60% and stood at 530 persons.

When the line opened on 10th July 1854 there were two stations serving the area; Ballybrack station off the end of the military road; and Obelisk Hill perched half way up a cliff in Mr. Warren’s Deerpark. The second station was quite inaccessible but may well have been one of the conditions laid down by Mr. Warren for letting the railway pass through his land.

It only survived some three and a half years and in 1859 a new station, called Killiney, was opened in the northern end of what is now Station Road on the site of a disused fort.
 In the same year the residents of Dalkey complained that the service they were getting was much slower than had been the case when the atmospheric system
 was in operation between Dun Laoghaire and Dalkey. The result was the Ballybrack Express; a train which would run non-stop from Dublin to Dun Laoghaire and have Ballybrack as its terminus. This brought Ballybrack within 33 minutes of the city.
 The two stations of Ballybrack and Killiney still proved uneconomical however and they were combined on the site of the present station in 1882, when the track between Dun Laoghaire and Killiney was doubled bringing Ballybrack within 25 minutes of the city.

It is hard for us to imagine the impact of the arrival of the railway on the life style of the people in the mid nineteenth century, and it may seem rather quaint to us that in 1865 the Sacred Congregation of Rites approved a special formula for the  blessing of the rails and rolling stock; “Almighty God … as your servants are whisked forward in this life, obeying your laws, and running on the rails you have laid, so may they reach their true home in Heaven …”
 For Ballybrack the advent of the “iron chariot” meant that its potential as a residential area was limited only by the space available, not just in the townland itself but in the surrounding areas of Killiney, Kilbogget and Shanganagh as well.

 Many services serving the wider locality were situated in Ballybrack, as a glance at the table below will show.

The Arrival OF TRADERS and Artisans in Ballybrack


1847
1856
1866
1877
1887
1897

Grocer/Provisioner/Vintner
3
2
5
5
3
3

Car Owner
-
2
3
1
3
-

Post Office
-
1
1
1
1
1

Haberdasher
-
-
1
1
1
1

Victualler
-
-
1
1
1
1

Coal Factor
-
-
1
1
1
1

Contractor/Builder
-
-
1
1
2
2

Painter
-
-
1
1
1
1

Nursery (plants)
-
-
1
1
1
1

Mason
-
-
-
1
1
-

Carpenter
-
-
-
-
1
-

Slater
-
-
-
-
1
-

Chemist
-
-
-
-

1

Ironmonger
-
-
-
-
-
1

Total
3
5
15
14
17
13

4.
The New Township

The table, for all its limitations suggests that the major expansion occurred between 1856 and 1866, and indeed by 1866 the Killiney and Ballybrack area (including the village of Loughlinstown) was formed into a township with a valuation of £8,066 and an initial rate of 4d. in the £. This gave the Commissioners £134 to play around with in that year.

 Building continued apace during the following years. By 1877 Shanganagh Terrace, for example, had become some 15 houses and a cursory perusal of Thom’s Directory for the period clearly charts the increase in the number of residences. The area was quite West-Briton in character and the 50th anniversary (1887) of Queen Victoria’s accession to the throne was celebrated by the opening of Victoria Hill, known as Killiney Hill since the period of constitutional change. No less a person than Prince Albert, grandson of Queen Victoria and son of the dissolute Prince of Wales
 was present to do the opening. The park had been acquired by the Queen’s Memorials Association (how many memorials?) which had among its trustees the Hon. R. Falkiner, Q.C., Recorder of Dublin and resident of Ballybrack; S. Waterhouse, J.P., one of the Town Commissioners; and J. Wighan, J.P., soon to become a Town Commissioner. Ownership of the park was transferred to the Commissioners in 1891.
 

The Commissioners did not embark on the complex job of providing the whole area with a water supply until after 1891,
 and by 1897 the valuation of the township had risen to £11,288 with a rate of 3s.9d. in the £, yielding over £2,000 a year. The working class housing programme did not start however until 1899 when the Commissioners borrowed £3,150  from the Board of Works for a 40 year period at 3% a year. The following year they borrowed a further £1,500 to continue the programme.
 Up to then, with the exception of the traders premises and such artisans’ houses as there were, the residences in the area had been very definitely high class.

5.
Favourite Sons

He was born in Ballybrack on 14th November 1858, was educated in Birmingham, and eventually became Chairman of the Grand Canal Co.; Chairman of the Dublin and Kingstown Railway; Chairman of the Dublin United Tramways (1896) Co.; a Director of the Great Southern and Western Railway of Ireland; a Director of the Alliance and Dublin consumers Gas Co.; one of the Governors and Guardians of the National Gallery; a Commissioner of National Education; a Commissioner of Charitable Donations and Bequests; a Trustee of the National Library; a member of the Senate of the National University; and Member of Parliament for St. Stephen’s Green from 1904 to 1910.

What a success story if only to be born in Ballybrack was a sign of humble beginnings. He had the advantage however that his father had been Deputy Lieutenant and Member of Parliament for the County of Tipperary.

He was the Right Honourable Lawrence Ambrose Waldron, a very heavily built man who travelled to Dublin by train. Local lore has it that he read his morning newspaper on the way into town, but that one particular morning  he left the paper in the train. A wideawake newsboy at Westland Row station seeing him without a paper tried to get him to buy one. Waldron gruffly refused. Minutes later the newsboy saw his chance to get even. As the  cabman was trying to manoeuvre the oversize Waldron into his cab and asking him “where to, Sir”, the newsboy quickly chipped in with “for God’s sake, get him to the Rotunda fast”.

Michael Davitt, revolutionary agitator and labour leader, lived in Ballybrack in Land League Cottage from 1888 to 1896. This was during the short tenure of Father Healy as parish priest. Father Healy was a renowned with in his day and the following incident is recorded by his biographer W.J. Fitzpatrick:

The curate at Ballybrack, who, from long residence, had become endeared to the place, seemed a little disappointed on being obliged to vacate the house. “I advise you to go to the Archbishop” said Father Healy – a pause- “his Grace has got a fund for the relief of evicted tenants”. As he said this he raised an eyelash in the direction of Land League Lodge, the adjoining residence of Michael Davitt.

An earlier resident was John Blake Dillon, a leader of the Young Ireland movement, imprisoned, exiled and finally amnestied. A Mayoman, he nonetheless became M.P. for Tipperary in 1865 but died the following year from cholera. He was the father of John Dillon, M.P., leader of the Irish National Party in Westminster who in turn was the father of James Dillon, former Minister for Agriculture and leader of the Fine Gael Party.
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	To the Duke of Dorset





	… Ah! Though myself by nature haughty, wild,


	Whom Indiscretion hailed her favourite child;


	Trough every error stamps me for her own,


	And dooms my fall, I fain would fall alone;


	Though my proud heart no precept now can tame


	I love the virtue which I cannot claim …


	… Friendship, whose truth let childhood only tell;


	Alas! They love not long, who love so well …


	… Still, if the wishes of a heart untaught


	To veil those feelings which perchance it ought


	If these – but let me cease the lengthened strain –


	Oh! If these wishes are breathed in vain


	The guardian seraph who directs they fate


	Will leave thee glorious as he found thee great ..
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