A Conversation
with

Y EDUCATION staried

in the National School,

Loghoy, | aftended

Loghoy because my
mother tapght there. Some of my
schonol mates were Miko Walsh, Tom
Maguire, Sean Maguire, Kiny Roache,
Mick Hosty, Willie Waldron, Anne
Heneghan, Paddy Heneghan B LP,
Martin Brennan, T.J, Ruane, Tom
Fahy, Michacl Killeen and Maureen
Tolan. [ hove many memories of
Cloonfad and Loghoy, The Donkey
Derbics, Sports Days and 7-a-side
Tootball maiches were events not 1o be
mussed and provided greal
entertainment at the ime. Some of the
stars of the T-a-side were Brod
Costello, Tom Kilrane, Stephen
Cosgrave, Paddy and PJ, Moran, [
completed my secondary education in
5L Jarlath College, Tuam, § kept up
iy inferest in football and won an
All-lreland Minor Medal with Mayo
in 1953, 1 did eacher raining in 51,
Patrcks, Drumeondra, T taught in
Mocard i Connemars before
travelling to England to join the
Salesians Order, The Salesians are a
teaching order, During my (ime in
England I obtained a degree at Oxford
University. [ relurned o Mayvnooth
and siudied for a furiher four years, 1
wis ordained in Westport on 17th.
June, 1973 and said my first Mass in
Cloonfad on June 18, 1973,

I first went to America o work
with Fr. Pevion, known as the Bosary
Priest, It was a marvelous cxporenee.,
He would knock on doors of
mdllicnaires requesting money for his
crusnde. He would tell them he was
doing them a Favour departing then
from somme of thear wealth, He held a
lot of rallics in the South American
couniries, | remember during my lme
with him he had heart surgery plus
Py other operations u the one year.
He remained positive and cheerful

throughout all hiz illness. |
commented 140 him the great faith tha
he had. “Well,” he said, “Our Lady
has made a big investment in me,
those operations have cost tousands
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of dodlars and =lee's not going 1o le
me dic novw, There is moch more work
b be done,™

After America I relomed (o work in
th Purish of Enock where | worked
until 1986, The highfight of my time
there was the Popes visit in 1979, So
much work was carricd out - Knock
wis iransformed with the
development of the grounds and the
building of the Bazilica plus all the
lacilities For the sick. The work was
carried out under the very able
pguiding hand of Fr. Horan, R.LFP, The
people of Cloonfed will remember tie
greal improvenents that Fr. Horan
initiated there, He was C.C. i
Cloonfad when my mother tsught
there. She ofien recalled that il was in
her clussroom that he discowvered he
had an ear for music. His father who
was quite a gowd musician himsell
alwayz inssted that he was tone deal
anil had no talent, When Fr. Horan
visibed the school ome day the children
were playing a tunc which he
recogrised az being “The West
Awake,” Shortly aflerwards he
brought an accordion which he
guickly kearned to play. He was 500N
very copable of doing hiz pany pice.
I always think that it was a greal sign
of hiz determination that he could fake
up music ai such a lale stage in life
amdd comquer it 11z a determination
that shome throueh his life shether it
was the mowing of the Cloonfad hill,
the erectiom of the Basilica al Knock
of the building of Horan Intermational
A TPt

He also made sure the Aliar
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Servers god their day out, One
particular outing went on uniil e
early hours of the following moming
when his sense of direction went
wrong. It waz decided they would go
for & picnic o Silver Sirand in
Galway, While there, Fr, Horan
decided they wouold cover mare
ground and the group headed for
Lisdoonvama. Time shipped by very
quickly there - it was now 8 o’clock in
the evening so the convoy of cars
hepdied gquickly out of Lisdoonvama
hut instead of faking the Galway Road
they took the Limenck Eoad. You can
imaging the state of the parents who
wirg wailing anxiously in Cloonfad
until 2 aom. when they finally
returned. Fr. Horan took it all in his
stride. 1l was a great privilege to work
with him in Knock,

[ came to Ballimiubber in 1986, My
work here has been challenging and
rewarding. Mass has been celebrated
in the Abhey for almaost 8O0 yvears,
Even in the Penal Days when the
church had no roof the people
gathered for Mass, The restoration has
comfinued over the years. s a greal
credit 1o the local community that the
building has not been kefl o decay.
Work on preserving the Abbey Lirst
staried 150 years ago, but 1U°s in the
fast 30 years (hat magor improvements
have laken place. The latest project
which President BEobinson opened,
was the restoration of the chapter
hiose which will now be an
inferpretative centre Tor the thousanmeds
of wisitors who travel (o the arca cach
year. We have also relurbished a 14th,
Century Hermitage located on Church
[sland on the nearby lake, This will be
used as a contre for refreats. We've
had u lol of help from siate agencics
and Trom all our friends scattered Tar
and wide. It a great example of what
a community can do when they work
iorzeiher,
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