Michael Delany and the
UNITED IRISH LEAGUE

An Episode of the Land War around Ballybaunis

This article was published in Annagh '92, and we thank
them for giving us permission to re-print this article.

ICHAEL DELANY was

always a promincn

figure in the lown,

particularly i poliical

circles since the mid 18705, was
instrumental i the selling up of the
Ballvhaunis Branch of the United Insh
League within ien months of that
orgunisation’s foundation, In 1398 he
was also Provincial Direclor of the
South Mayo Executive of the ULLL, He
had been a Poor Law Guardian and on
the =eiting up of tee local sulhoribes n
[858, became a District Commissiones
for Claremorris Dastrict. On the 2Eith.
Seplember, 1901, on the motion of ome
Mr, Doris, and scconded by Conor
'Kelly, M.P,, he was co-opted as
member of Mayo County Council,
where he served for many years after,
He came 10 prominence nationally
when, as one of the Cogrcion
Prisomers’, he served i prison senlence
in 1902 for his parl in the campagn
against Landlordism and Landgrabhers.
Their Lerms in prison weng nol in
vain, for within a vear (heir aims and
those of the enant Grmers of Ireland

were conceded to by the passing inio
: the report of the Land Conference
: which met in Dublin in September,
i 1902, This conference, sel up 10 tackle

T of “Wyndham s Land Act™,

Wyndham's Land Act -
the end of the Land War

It is aken for granted nowadays tha
farmers throoghouot the country ool
merely occupy and farm land, they oan
il as well, It s sobering 1o think (hal
legs than one-hundred vears ago the
farmers or, more correcily, “tenanl
farmers” of this area and over most of
ihe Wesi of Treland, were paying rend
to an elite clazs of landlords, a class
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totally different i ongin and outlook
o themselves: a rent, ofien exorhitan,
for land they worked but had no secuare
claim Wy, land occupicd probably by
their famdies for hundeeds of years but
from which they could be evicied on a
whim.

Thar thiz sieation changed 1ommlly
ared necessanly, changing the country’s
tenand Garmmicrs o owners-trouHers”
was due specifically 1w Wyndham's
Land At of 1903 and uliimsely o the
strugele called: “The Land War-,
bepan almost a quarter of 2 cenfury
before in Irishiown wilh the seiing up
of the Land League,

Wyndham’s Land Acl, passed in
1903, went Turiher than any of the
previous land acis o enable fenant
farmers buy-oul their holdings. 1t
encouraged landlords o sell deeir entire
eatates 1o ther ienants, the Govemment
providing lodans (o the porchazers
which were (0 be paid back by
anneilics,

This Land Act had stermed Tfrom

the land guestion once and for all on
the initative of one John Shaw Smith,
involved representatives of both the
landlonds and tenams of lreland. Tha
this conference met at all 5 evidence of
the: st veed o confront (his sz
and come oul with a constructive
resull.

Thiz need was illusirated by the
widespread pesceful agitation which
was poing o anbund the couniry s e

tum o the century, activiiies such as
ithe hiolding of mass meetings, the
boveotting of land grabbers and refusal
(o pay rent, This activily was a revival
of those carried out by the Land

| League and the Irish National League

in the 1870°% and 80°s. This new
dgiiation waz organized by members of
anciher Irish league — The Dnied Insh
League, now a largely forgoiten
orgamsaton and one whose role in the
Land War has been overshadowed by
iz predecessor, The Land Leagoe, Thie
United Irish League revived and
imiensified the aims of the Land League
and s activities led directly 1w the
fulfilling of Land League aims,

The United Irish League

The ULILL. was formed in February,
1898, by William " Bricn. the Cork
M.P. and was 50 named in
commemaoration of the United
[rishmen, il being the centenary of
1794, The U.LL. zoon spread
throughout the West and by the middle
of 1901 had 100, 0 members. The
aims of ULLL. are best summierised in
ils walchword: Treland for the Insh, the
land For the people and a native

- parliament in College Green™, The

second of the abhove aims was
particutusrly relevant i ihis o of the
country as the newspapers of the time
can festify and it was probably the
foremost in the minds of the tenant
farmers. The exestence of @ landed
class of proprictors, often abseniees,
keepang large graang farms Of renfing
them 1o transient grazers, while
alongside their lenants paid high rents
for meagre msecure holdings was seen

as an outrage, The staws of the lenant
‘-
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Faremer had smproved somewhol afier
thi wartows land acts brooght in by
Crladetene and Balfour since the onsci
of the Land War, bul there was a lot
left 1o be achieved and the U.LL.
vowed o achieve it through nonviolent
MEAns,

AL a meeting on 13th, of Movembhber,
i85, u branch was started in
Ballyhaunis, This mecting, though
convencd at shorn notice, was well
attended and the branch was formuolly
established “amidst great applause”,
Michael Delany commenting, proposed

Fev. Fr. Conming, P.P. a5 Prosident of

the: branch, on his “sympathy with the
people and hiz sicrling and constan
advocacy  of  the poor  and
downtrodden”™, Fr, Canning ook the
chair, explained the object of the
meeling and expressed a confidence
thal the movemend woold take on i the
leeality and that “Ballyhaunis which
was always o Lhe fronl in every
nationalist movement, would not now
be backward™. The hirst officers wore:
Pregident, Bev, Fr. LP.Canming, P.P.;
Yice-President, Rev, Fr. M, Fallon,
. Treasurer, Michael M. Waldron,
Main 5t; Secretary, Michael Delany,
Knox 5. Asst. Sec., Thomas Cribbin,
Taoxgher.

The ollowing were chozen [rom
those present o lorm a working
commitice:  John  Slovan, John
Filzmaurice, Michacl Higgins, Martin
Hannon, Pat Dillon, William Boland,

John Finn, Owen Molan, Par Mooaan, |

Pat Fitzmawrice, Pal Lowery,
Dominick Dyver, Michael Caullveld, Pa
Dver, Pat Gildea, Pal Camey, Thomgas
Heneghan and Michael Owens.,

The Coercion Act
and Cloonfad

Michael Delany came o prominence
nationally in March, 1902, when he
and several others served a prison
sentence for gticnding a ULLL, mecting
in Cloonfad. This meeting was held
there in Febhruary, 1902 and was
chaired by Martin Ohwens, Ballykilleen,
Cloonfad. The speakers were Michacl
Delany, Ballyhaunis; 1P Hayden, M.P.
Eoscommaon; and William Cunnane,
Lizcal, Knock. Also present thar day
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were John O'Donncll, M.P, and
Thomas Brell, Claremorns, Secnelary
of the South Mayo Exccutive of the
ILLL, The exaci purpose of the
meeting has nol vel come o light, i
may have been o deal with the specific
case of “land Grabbing” or may have

i been just o general meeting 1o rally

The U.LL. in Ballyhaunis |

support for the WLLL.. anyway iis
purpose was over-shadowed by the
cvents arigimng oad of the amival of the
police there, The police charged
Delany, Hayden, Comsne, O Donaell.
Bren and ofhers under the Coercion
Act, usied n dhe early days of the Land
Woar bt used ess and bess since, had
been reactivated by George Wyndham,
the Chief Secretary to cope with the
widezpread peaceful agranan agilaton
of the LLLL, It wis used 20 vigorously
thal by the end of 1902 hondreds,
including severnl MUP."s had seraed jal
sentences because of the "illegal”
acivitbes of the LLLL.

Imprisonment

Those charged at Cloonfad were
summaoied 1w appear al Bullinlough
Pelly Sessions and al the court some
days later they were all Tound guilty of
Inaving sttended an illegal meeting. Mr.
Hayden, M.F,, was senfenced (o
twenty-one davs Tor advising fenanis
misl b0 pay renl 1o absentee landbords
and ta boycoil those who do, Mr.
O Domncll was sent o Sligo Lol fors
two months; Delany, Connane and
Cwens each got one month and Breid
fourieen diys,

O the Monday moming, following,
Dastrict Inspecior Carberry arrested
Michae! Delany ol his home in Knox
Street and alze Martin Owens in
Ballykilleen, Cloonfid and Thomas
Beegt, All theee undemook (o sumender
themselves laler oo day o Castlebar
Jail, which they did, ariving there by
teann ar DE:300 ALl abong the streels of
Castlebar the prisoners were mef by
cheoring supporicrs w whom, on
entering the prison gates, Delany
shouled, "Keep the Aag Mying™,

Release

The prizoners all zerved their full
senlences and on Sunday mormng, Gth,
of March, ai 7:53, Delany and Cunnane
were released and were mel oulside by

a crowd of supportens including Tames
Draly, M.P, Aler breakiast they hended
For Knaock via Kiltimagh.

At Knock a public meeting was
feld in the Fair Green, chaired by
Marin McLoughlin, D0C. Addresses
wiene nemd on behalf of the local TLLL.
hranches; Knock, Loghov, Barmacarroll
and Bekan as owell sz from the
Claremornis Dhsinel Council, all of
which attcmipicd o put into words the
exfreme esieem m owhich the 1wo
prisomers wire held; the greast joy al
their having been released from
“Wyndham's gloomy bastille™,

The Ballyhaunis
Welcome

Bonhires and torch-bearers welcomed
the party all along the road from Knock
o Ballyhaunis, the receplion increasing
in inlention az they neared the wown,
The Connauglit Telearaph caplures the
atmesphere of the wwn on that night.
“When within  half-a-mile  of
Ballyhaunis the procession was met by
a number of Torch-bearcrs and all
approaches o the wwn were lined by
crhusiastic crowds who cheered the
ex-prsioners o e echo, The joumey
through the sireeis was  an
exceplionally brilliant spectacle. There
was scarcely a house i the whole town
thal was nol splendidly illuminaied and
the cheering all along the route was
deafening, When Mr, Delany’s house
wias reched e owas taken o the car
by half-a-dozen stlwart friends and
carried  shoulder-high  inte  his
residence,”

The public meeting which followed
was chaired by James Carney. M1,
Caulfield then read an address on
hehall of the Ballvhawniz U.LL. Ti
praised Delany’s spinit of self-sacnfice,
his tireless energy and conspicuous
ability adding that his imprisonment
and tha of the siher coercion prizoners
had the double effect of “fixing tha
arganizaiion in iz delermination and
procuring for (he movement a world-
wide sympathy. The address was
signed by Fr, ILP. Canning, P.P.,
President; Parick Camey, Treasurer;
and John Fitzmaarice, Asst, Hon,
Seorelary,

Mext wis resd an address on behalf
of the traders and merchants of

Ballyhauniz, This, while mentioning
L2
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the strugghe for the land, focuses upon
the plight of the “long suffering
townsman’” and suggests that maybe

thal couse could be more Folly ingeluded £

in the aims of the organizsation,

Michael Delany in his speech spoke
aboul the futility of Wyndham's
coercion policy highlighting the (act
that 11°s hoped effect would never be
achieved. He expresscd wonder @i
Wyndham's definition of an illegal
assembly saving that the gathering in
Bullyhauniz on that night was as
“illegal” as the one in Cloonlad, (or
which he had been imprizoned. He
closed his specch by, once again,
thanking his supporters and those of
the LLLL, assuring them he woukd fight
an, determined as cver

Farewell to My
Family in "96

1 henmee, |'ll|[ ["m s fowlom

f*LI my e s blsck l'|I||ZIh

Wi bod eromt lun but the work 2o
i

Al ko their priositics righ

W went i Mass 1o thank the Lord

Wi prayed with all our mighi

Moy it's
Il
The jikes weene iruly gisins
W won 1 loreed the g

had
In good old [relomd.

“larewell all™ and thanks i

 ERELIA (DAY [NEE BURRE)

The prayer that s reathed alone ]

I depr ofd Evan's land '

"= ntered o the threshold stone

With sl and clasping hand.

And off perchance s murmured
T

With hand clasp and falling tear

The grandest greeting man may
know

The piaver Ol =iveall hiepe!”,

REMEMBERED RY MES MRy FLEMMNG,
(FLRTEEN FROM HER SCNOOL DAYE
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Martin Owens, Ballvkilleen,
Cloonfad and Michael Higgins, other
Cocrcion  prisoners, then made
speeches and other addresses were
delivered by ULL., branches From
Bekan, Barnacarroll, Knock, Errinl,
Aughamore, Logboy and Cloonfad.
Delany was then presenied with a
brilliantly tlluminated and framed
address by the Ballvhaonis UL,
which included a photograph of
hirmsell on op,

Conclusion
The activities of the United Irish

League branches throughowt Mayvo and
clsewhere are well documented in the

£ oregnnal newspapers of the lime, MNod

least amongsi the activities of the
Ballyhaunis and local branches were
those mvolving the Island Farm abowi
with which Delany waz closely
invalved and abowt which several
songs woere wrillen. Hopefully, there
will be an arlicle dedicated to this other
interesting episode of the Land War
arpund Ballyvhaunis,

With the advent of Wyndham™s
Lared Act and the possibality of fenant
frmicrs bocoming owner occopices, the
UL, focused their attention on their
maore nationalistic aims. Michael
Delany conbinued his association with
the movement and with politics in his
own lown and county,

Hevcapter Se-Hel” owrmed by PDG, o Soottish compary and on contract o the
Forestne. Shown ot o re-fuslling stap in Dermpydahan Forest [ is used to fertilise forests.

Pictured are, fram feft: G, Bremnan, A Keane,

| Bramean, M. Keone amd C Vahey
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'I..muluﬁan tmbmed 5,:!4:'111 avid Commuonily Centre Committee Presentation, Back
row, left to nght: T. Finnegan, [ Meehan, | Keane, C. Comroy, Fr. Kearney. Middle row:
M. MoGure, M. fnmegan, M. Coulfleld, M. Bemingfam, J. Coffep, T. Hebron, Seated:

I Ruane, |, Walsh, B McHugh,
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