. FOGUBRREA

Some Cloonfad History

by Locul Historian in conversation with JACK RONANE AND aNNE REGAN

b mearest village te Dunmore jus

cver twa bundred years ago was

Lavalbyeoe. There were lods of

villipes wilh nimes, which wene
Encown im olden times e 2 Ballinamurcas,
Sliabh, ileann, There were three villages in
West Cleonfud  kaown as Kaltohar,
Pedlimaliy East, Pollimaliy Wisi, Sliabh
Uinrabh wis kmovwn al one end ol 'I-"-:_'-I]i||.;|||:.'_
and Shiakh Acreann al the other end
Coltisker, ultbough not on the map was a
village mame Enow from years gone by, I
means “The water on the wosl™,

The it church in Cloonfsd was built in
approsimately 1532, and at the same tine o
schenl was budlt at the back of the Presis
e, John Kiraqm gmave the lnmd for ibe
chareh and the schonl, There 1= 0 plece o
the existing wall shll remaining mear ihe
commumnidy cenlre, There were o fow litde
churches aroand the parsh before |H32
there was one i Tearplunn Mbne i
Posllanaby, there wias also o small chorch in
Kaltehar, and a church in Cloonfud where
the Pricsts house i butli ar present, In (902
when the mexl school was bl the old
sctiral was durmed inlke o Prest hoose, The
present shurch was budt m 1932, Before the
Friests hoaee was built, the Pricst lived in a
bawse, which was ot the back of William
Meling bouse wp the hack wmsad by the
Charch. Lacer on the Praest lived m Dawyer's
hudese i Laval lyroe

Thee first business howse e Pub, shop
cle. in Cloonfad was owned by o Stephen
Besane. The old folks wld thal @ lew
farmihies named Qunn owned the general
amea m Cloontod of one tme, The Cuinn
man was supposed 1o have divided his
prapemy in three berween bis three sons, aimsl
it 15 believed thae Seephen Ronane orried
Quinn's. davghter and ook over  the
busimzss, This was situoted swhere Keane's
pab is presently. Stephen Bomang came Trom
Ballvkillesn and g selatve o Jack
Remane, Ballykilleen, Stephen hod theee
dlaughiers and theee sons, This premises was
solid bo Bl Burke in opgroximately 1918, his
san died with the Black Flu in 1918, Then it
was sold i Biominghams in tbe fave 19340,
and was finally taken over by Mick aml
Peter Keame i 1932

Mike MeCormack from Derrvhog and
kg broiber John MeCormack owned a pub
in Choveifzl ar ome time, There was o family
of MoCarmacks whi were shoemakers in
Chwfad where Epon's pub = now, [t was

the MoComnock brohiers bowght land from
Wiynne whi was married o Heneghan on
U Claremorna Boad, He had o gorden and
hiowse o the Claremorris Boad, the howse
ool bhurned down and he was advased o

Buld  besids where the old hogse o
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Bl Head from James Flocd, Grocer, Tea
and Prowision Marchant, Gansral Hardware
and Fancy Gonds - Sugust 1946

Heneghans was. Hepeghan then sold a
aarden 10 John MeCormack and he baili o
gl oo il Tl vears ago, The b bl
acriss The rod wis oaned by Jime Laolios
from Hollvmeant {where Egun’s is now ).
This biilding was bome down i [922
|_I|,|||||.J__' Ther trewiblesd fomees, ‘This i« b thoss
b= comie t0 be o the crossrouds. Tack
Fitemuourice buill the house where John
OFMalley's s now, MeDonmell was also o
pub owner i Cloomfad, he buill o new pub.

Par Diffley carme down from Shabh and
Bl thee biongse where O Malley's Bome 15
toaluy, They opened a shop there and afier o
timez they zob involved in poliics and went
by Cialway and opensd an eating house.
When thal was sobd Fuahy the schoolicacher
came o live there,

John MoCormack had o Family  and
unfortunately goa ino bad healih and the

errpatly b mide shoes a1 thay fime. One ul'l ship wenr w deck. his beother Mike o

"

Drereyhog wried o take over the husiness. He
frand by an that v Bought land from John
Borwan whe was o Landlord. swhere Melin's
is movw. Asettlement was made for cither the
lmel eor thee parby, bt hee sz ne ad 11 went 10
lowe aind the lob was lost, The pub was sold o
Fitzmaourices in the carly 190015

Luvin the schooliencher who taughs in
Clocinfad approximately 120vears ngo was
from Frenchpark and lived where Kilsaines
Hved, mow owned by Steaters. Tarmes Flood
i doChoonld o the eacdy 1920°% Tnom
Cuvan. Floods ran a thriving business whene
Gileminon's live now. They were in the
grocery, hardware, Lirm supplies, caitle
feeds ot and had lurse storape sheds at the
back.

Perer Gleanon came from Cloonarkin,
amd lived where Straters are now. He built a
wwo-storey house there, not 2 big as s
oy, He had o *\.I||||1 there Lewsy, Thisre swere
lat af shops i Cloonfad o that tme and i
was hand for them all 10 do business. Thene
wits also g shop owned by Pal Burke over
the Willmmsiown Road, where Jennings
howse s now. It was a two-storey house,
which has since been knocked.

William Hebron lived up the moad by
Churcl, he was a Grand Uncle o Mickey
Higgins, He went 1w England in bis vourh
and soanetame lader o policeman wis <hot m
Manchester. and i was said that William
had &n argumient wath him some e before
Aommm called Peace thal skt the
policemon, he was believed 0 hove been
one of the bigeest criminals since the |#ih
Century. Peace was assisting the police with
the crime, and he was the culprit himseld,
Heheom was charged warly tlse crime and was
given o lile sentence, After lve vears Peace
wirs caphd and contessed that Hebron was
an innocent man and o ket i so, There
wias 4 conllicr of inerest berween Hebron
il the Podecemm cover i lody Tnemd, which
pointed the finger at Heboon in the wrong.
Hivwever, Hebron was released and be zoi
L0 compensation. which wis an awlul b
ol momey an the lane TR S oF very ecarly in
Ik, He dad mot seceive an edecation, as
Witk e orm o those I_‘|i|:\."\. s started
running  pubs  in Muonchester, bt
unforiungely his money ran out. He and his
brother decided e poao Amenca, There was
a kol ol discase and Fever on the ships to
Americn in those days.

Approx 1918, black  cholera
rampant, and alas they both caughe the
dlisease aned died on e way 10 Amenca,
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