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The Medlar's Gotcha

The story of a Dublin Family

This is the 125th anniversary of the birth of Patrick Joseph (PJ) Medlar(1885-1949), undertaker, Alderman and City Councillor.  There have already been talks on various Lord Mayors and also on Alderman Tom Kelly. The City Archive is opening up material and compiling a database on City Councillors. So  it is probably useful to present a more ordinary and unremembered, but nonetheless interesting, Councillor.

This Medlar family's origins are in Paulstown, Co. Kilkenny, and the likelihood is that they were Palatines,  a number of whom are known to have settled in the Carlow/Kilkenny area. 

This talk is dealing with the descendants of two Medlar brothers: Michael, who was a blacksmith in Paulstown and who remained there, and John, who was also a blacksmith, but who came to Dublin to ply his trade. 

John, PJ's father, married in Dublin in 1884 and, after the birth of his two sons PJ and Larry, he went to America seeking work and intending to send for his family. Unfortunately he died first, and his wife, Ellen (née Brennan) had to farm out the boys to their grandparents in Kilkenny & Carlow, while she went back into domestic service. She remarried in 1897 and the boys subsequently returned to town..

PJ

PJ was very much a part of the political, social and entertainment life of Dublin city. His membership of the Corporation from 1920 to 1924 spanned that body's involvement in the War of Independence and subsequently its resistance to the Free State Government which led to its suspension. His second period from 1930 to 1942 covered the new Council which, while it covered a wider geographical area, was stripped of many of its former powers, which were now given to the City Manager.

His membership of the Council and of many of its committees would have made him an influential person in the city. In the later period he was prominently involved in the 1932 Eucharistic Congress;  he piloted the Medlar/Mettler Bridge linking Maryland and Upper Basin St in 1933; and he opened the new Tivoli Theatre in Francis St. in 1934.

His undertaking business (1916 – 1942), and his agency for Royal Liver,  also involved him in many aspects of city life and was, no doubt, no disadvantage in his efforts to get elected to the Council. His politics were certainly Nationalist but he doesn't seem to have seen active service despite the strong Republican background of the Paulstown Medlars., He is, however, recorded as putting his firm's vehicles at the disposal of Republican prisoners on their release after the signing of the Treaty in 1921, and he figures on a Sinn Féin list of Republican members of the City Council in 1923..

Like most of his contemporaries he rented rather than owned both his residences and business properties and lived at a series of addresses (15+) around the city.

He was married twice, first (1911) to Tess Burgess, my granny's sister, and after her death (1934), to Katie Roche (1935), a widow woman who may well have been an old flame. She died in 1942.  PJ died in 1949 and was buried in Mt. Jerome cemetery with his first wife and his daughter, Nell, both of whom had died of TB. He had a glass window in his coffin. His second wife, Kate, had predeceased him in 1942 and she is buried on her own in Glasnevin.

Larry

PJ's younger brother Larry was also a big part of his life. After the death of their father in the USA, Larry was farmed out to his mother's people on the Upper Ballyellin Lock, at Goresbridge, Co. Carlow. Larry has many stories of this period on the lock and also after his return to Dublin.  You can hear some of them here: http://www.photopol.com/larry/larry.html 

Paulstown

I will just deal with 3 of the many children of Michael Medlar, PJ's uncle, the blacksmith who stayed at home.

Larry was Commandant of the No. 4 Battalion, Kilkenny Brigade IRA. He was sentenced to death by the British in 1921 for a raid on nearby Gowran RIC Barracks. The sentence was commuted to 15 years hard labour. The Treaty was signed. Larry walked. Larry took up arms against the Free State Government and spent much of the remaining 7 years of his life in internment.

Martin was  involved in the War of Independence and took up arms against the Free State Government. He was arrested on the run in 1923 and joined the hunger strikers later that year. He subsequently became Secretary of Paulstown Fianna Fáil and was a TD from 1956 until his death in 1965.

Peggy came to Dublin to teach Irish dancing in the Leggett Byrne school in Adelaide Rd. She was briefly arrested in 1923, after the capture of her brother Martin, and incriminating photographs and correspondence were confiscated. She had a very big Irish dancing clientèle and was unusual in being a woman teacher (up to then they were men) and teaching through Irish. She died of TB in 1939 a year after her marriage to Detective Sergeant Michael Lynch. Her younger sister Josephine (Babe) took over her dancing practice.
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Links: The presentation, this handout, and a longer version of my text can all be accessed at http://www.photopol.com/dca2/index.html
Pól Ó Duibhir.

