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INTRODUCTION

“The men of Ireland are mortal and temporal,
but her hills are eternal,”
G.B. Shaw

This booklet is about the neighbourhood of the three hills whose
rugged mass dominates the coastline from Dublin to Bray — Killiney
Hill with its abelisk, flanked by Rocheshill and Dalkey Hill surmounted
by Telegraph Castle, A short walk from any of the approach roads
will reward you with splendid views of South County Dublin, the
Wicklow mountains and the seascape from Bray to Howth. The

200 acres of open spaces on these hills constitute one of the major
amenity areas in the county, and are a continual source of pleasure

to the residents of Ballybrack, Killiney and Dalkey.

To share with you the attractions of aur district and the pleasure
we* had in learning about its history, its people and its natural
assets, we have prepared this guide. Taking Killiney Hill as the centre,
and covering an area of about 3 miles radius, it includes an 8% mile
drive around the district and several interesting walks.

*Compiled by The Irish Countrywomen’s Association, Ballybrack Guild.







HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

THE EARLY SETTLERS, 3000 B.C. — 500 A.D.

It is difficult to stand on Killiney Hill today and imagine the surrounding
district without a single inhabitant — nothing but bare rocks, dense
forests and wild creatures. The first people in these parts came down the
East Coast and settled on Dalkey Island. Flint tools and charcoal from
their kitchen midden tell us that they were hunters and fishers who lived
about 3000 B.C. The doimens at Ballybrack, Brennanstown and Kilternan
are evidence of later settlers who penetrated inland along the river valleys.
They wrested land from the forést and farmed it with their primitive
implements. They must have had a stable form of government, a con-
siderable labour force and an intellectual class to plan and erect the
dolmens, stone circles and monuments which abound in the area. We

may surmise that these primitive people worshipped the Sun, Moon, Stars,
Fire and Water, and their Priests or Druids were very learned men, with
profound belief in the Afterlife. “The ald name for the Ballybrack doimen
“was'Labbariasee, which could be translated as the Bed or Grave of the
Learned Men (Leaba na Saoithe). Many other monuments of this period
have been recorded — a dolmen surrounded by a stone circle on Dalkey
Common, another on Killiney Hill, Cloch Thobair Ghailline which over-
hung a holy well on Dalkey Hill, and the cemetery mound now known
as the Druid’s Chair.

THE EARLY CHRISTIANS 500 A.D. — 1100 A.D.

Centuries of primitive agriculture using stone and iron tools made little
change in the landscape, other than to reduce the forests. This territory
of Cuala was a wild area of bogs, woods and stony pastures. Here and
there were small groups of round mud and wattle huts, perhaps enclosed
in ringforts as at Rathmichael, and, dating from the 6th and 7th centuries,
the early Celtic Christian churches or cills (see map). There was a cill
named for St. Mochunna, Bishop of Holmpatrick at the old graveyard of
Carrickbrennan and St. Fintan’s cill at Clonkeen. Tully Church was
associated with St. Brigid, who may have been a sister of the daughters
of Leinin who established the Church at Killiney. St. Mac Tail of Glen-
cullen founded Rathmichael and St. Begnet the Churches at Dalkey and
Dalkey Island (Kilbegnet and Deilginis). The original cills were tiny




wooden huts, but the later stone buildings on the same sites are still to
be seen. Some developed into monastic settlements |like Rathmichael,
Clonkeen and Carrickbrennan.

On Dalkey Island and at Dun Laoghaire (Laoghaire’s Fort), a stone or
earthen fortification guarded against foreign invasions. These did not pre-
vent the Norse raiders who plundered the churches, monasteries and farms
along the coast for many years. At Rathmichael, the monks started to
build a round tower to protect the monastery, but it was left unfinished,
perhaps because the Danes had by then established themselves at Dalkey,
and for over a century they traded with England and the Continent. A
hoard of 12th century Saxon coins was found on the site of a Dalkey
castle, and a coffin at Killiney contained Danish and Saxon coins,

THE NORMANS, 1172 — 1539

1172 saw the Irish troops encamped at Dalkey in a vain attempt to pre-
vent the Norman Conquest of Ireland. The Normans appropriated and
apportioned lands with scant regard for the Irish system of land tenure.
Dalkey was granted by Hugh de Lacy to the See of Dublin, and became
known as the Port of the Archbishop of Dublin. Because of the deep
water in the Sound and the shelter given by the Island, for 400 years it
was the port at which cargoes for Dublin were unloaded and passengers
disembarked. The tolls and customs were spent walling and paving the
town. A weekly market was held on Wednesdays and seven fairs annually.
Ships moored in the Sound and boats unloaded their cargoes at the Corn
Rock, Salt Rock and Coal Quay: the goods were hauled across the
Common to be stored in one of the seven castles before being dispatched
to Dublin. From this time Coliemore got its name (An Caladh Mor - The
Big Harbour). The town contributed 200 men-at-arms for the county levy.
Even though Dalkey was in one of the four obedient Shires of the Pale,
and, thereby, enjoyed the protection of English laws, it was not proof
against the frequent raids of the dispossessed O'Byrnes and O’Tooles from
the surrounding hills. Loyal Norman subjects — Walshs, Harolds, Archbolds,
Talbots etc. were granted land on the borders of the Pale. They lit fires
on the hilltops to warn the inhabitants of the approach of a raiding party,
at which signal people and cattle sought refuge in the bawn or courtyard
of the castle.

Before the Norman conquest, two Dublin monasteries had been endowed
with land in this area by Irish Chieftains, the Augustinian Priory of the
Holy Trinity, and the Cistercian Abbey of St. Mary. Now English monks
replaced the Irish, bringing with them improved methods of farming and
fishing. The monks of St. Mary’s Abbey built a castle at Monkstown to
guard their farm at Carrickbrennan and one at Bullock, where they had a
pier and took a toll of fish from every boat entering the harbour. They
also dispensed hospitality to travellers.

The farm of the Priory of the Holy Trinity at Clonkeen (Kill of the
Grange) likewise flourished and included all the land from Killiney to
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Murphystown at the foot of Three Rock Mountain. The Accounts Roll

of the Priory traces the seasonal pattern of a settled agricultural structure.
The farm was worked for the monks, and the nearby village (Town of the
Grange) had 35 houses for employees including a bailiff, 2 smiths, a
weaver and chamberlain. There was a church, served by a clerk and a
seneschal to look after the weapons etc. of the men-at-arms whom the
Priory contributed to the County militia. The Prior had civil responsibilities
and held court at Kill of the Grange. Farm work engaged a large labour
force, drawn from the surrounding district — an average of 30 men for
three weeks in harvest time.

The medieval scene from the top of Killiney Hill was a peaceful one. The
huge parish of Killiney which then included Loughlinstown, Ballybrack

and Hackettsland was inhabited by cottagers who contributed 15 reapers

at harvest and did ‘divers works’ on the home farm of the Priory. Dalkey
Sound was crowded with shipping and the streets of the town were full

of busy merchants. Beyond the demesne of the Priory, the Goodmans of
Loughlinstown and Rochestown and the Talbots of Fassaroe guarded the lands
of the Pale from the !rish, becoming in the process ‘more lrish than the
frish themselves'.

The Dissolution of the Monasteries in 1539 by Henry VIII brought many
changes. The Priory was reconstituted as the Chapter of Christ Church
Cathedral, the Prior becoming the first Dean and the Canons Prebendaries.
The demesne lands were let. St. Mary’s Abbey became Crown Property.
Monkstown Castle and lands were granted to Sir John Travers. Bullock
was then a walled town with a church, a castle and tower, 2 houses,

6 cottages and a pier. It was leased by the Crown to Peter Talbot of
Fassaroe, and when he was killed fighting off kerns, passed to the Fagans
of Feltrim, under whom it prospered. St. Mary’s Abbey also had property
in Dalkey which came into the possession of Peter Talbot. The Cathedral
received tithes and owned land in Dalkey which it leased to tenants.

SIXTY YEARS OF STRIFE, 1641 — 1700

Life became more and more difficult for the Anglo-Irish landowners who
were Catholics, and in 1641 they rebelled. All South County Dublin was
in revolt. John Fagan of Bullock gave assistance to the rebels so Bullock
was attacked, and 56 of its inhabitants drowned. Carrickmines Castle was
the H.Q. of the rebels, and Fagan sent fish and a small cannon to his
relatives the Walshes there. Carrickmines was razed to the ground, Bullock
was seized and garrisoned with a force of 60 men and 7 N.C.Os, The
rebels descended on Dean’s Grange and carried off cattle and hanged the
wife and maid of the Curate. In the ensuing battle a large force of
soldiers routed the rebels, killing 100. The rebel families Walsh of Carrick-
mines, Fagan of Bullock and Goodman of Loughlinstown among others
were attainted and their lands confiscated. '

‘The Down Survey of 1657 lists the parishes at that time and the town-
lands they contained.
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THE LANDED PROPRIETORS, 1700 — 1800

The 18th Century brought many changes to the district. The Rochestown
estate, including Killiney Hill, which had been granted to the Talbots by
the Crown in 1218 for the annual rent of 1 goshawk, was claimed by the
Mapas family of Co. Louth, and developed to make 3 large houses, each
with its own property — Mount Mapas on Killiney Hill where lead was
mined intermittently from 1751 on, Rochestown House which had a
bewling green, pleasure grounds and a brewery, and Granitefield with its
fine trees, vineries and hothouses.

Loughlinstown was granted to the Attorney General, Sir William Domvile

in 1660 who built a house and bred cattle and horses there. Later in the
century Owen Bray dispensed hospitality to travellers and the local gentry
at the Inn, and many wild revels took place there.

On Rocheshill the townland of Ballinclea is mentioned as the property

of Sir Oliver Crofton, a ‘rollicking blade’ who was at loggerheads with his
neighbour.

A detailed description of the district in 1768 is given by Peter Wilson.
Writing from Dalkey Lodge he describes the ruinous state of Dalkey which
had ‘been superseded by Ringsend as the Port of Dublin — ‘ruined castles
and church, some good houses and about 20 cabins, which served indis-
criminately for the owners, their cattle and swine’. On Muglins Istand the
bodies of two pirates hung in chains. Rochestown demesne had good
plantations with sheep and bulls grazing on the pastures. ‘The air here is
remarkably healthy; frost seldom becomes intense, nor snow remains longer
than 48 hours . . . . . Goats’ whey in perfection may be had from the ’
adjacent hills’. He lists the improvements made at Roxboro’ (formerly
Mount Mapas) by Lord Loftus, and says Bullock was a fair ancient town
of fishing where Mr Watson’s house under the shelter of the castle was
renowned for its hospitality.

In 1726, Dean Swift, on his return from England anchored in Dalkey

Sound and was given a civic welcome. Dalkey Island was the scene of
boating excursions by the Viceroy while staying at Blackrock House, and
sod parties on Dalkey Common were a fashionable entertainment for the
gentry. Towards the end of the century revels were held on Dalkey Island,
and each year "’King"’ Stephen Armitage, a Dublin pawnbroker was crowned
. with mock solemnity. Hundreds came out from Dublin to join in the
merrymaking, and Thomas Moore wrote the Coronation Ode for 1797.
Because of the liberal views of the ““Court” and the political satire con-
nected with the ceremonies, they became suspect, and the revels came to
an end.

THE SECOND ‘STONE AGE’, 1800 — 1900

Fears of a Napoleonic Invasion at the begining of the 19th Century led
to the presence of a big military camp at Lehaunstown and the building
of several Martello towers and batteries as the area from Dalkey to Bray
was considered most vulnerable. Unfortunately, the stone circle and dolmen
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on Dalkey Common, the Rocking Stone at Bullock and Cloch Thobar
Ghalline were destroyed at this time, and used as building stones. It is
sad to think that these relics of the past, having survived for thousands of
years were demolished, and that the remaining ones are in danger today
from vandals and developers.

The large estates of the previous century often became encumbered, and
in 1811 over 100 acres of the Domviles at Ballybrack were leased to
Messrs Moore and Oxley with the proviso that they build houses of

good quality. A map of 1843 shows about 30 such good houses between
Killiney and Loughlinstown with plenty of open ground which was rid-
den over by the Kilruddery and Powerscourt hunts. In 1815, the young
Duke of Dorset was thrown from his horse while hunting, and died in
Mr Oxley’s house.

As the district became more fashionable and ‘desirable residences’ were
built, mostly of local granite from Rocheshill, more antiquities were
discovered.

Between the Druid’s Chair and the shore an ancient burying place was
uncovered wherein slate coffins were laid in rows of 10, and 15 large urns
of baked clay containing calcined bones were dug up in a field near
Killiney. .

The Dalkey granite quarries yielded vast quantities of stone, some of
which was used to build Dun Laoghaire Harbour which was started in
1817. The wagons conveyed the stone along a track called the Metals to
the pier by a funicular system. Dalkey Hill village grew up atthe base of the

quarries, and a windmill on the ‘Flags’ pumped water up to it from 1860
to 1899,

With the coming of the railway to Ballybrack in 1854 the population
increased rapidly, and land in this vicinity was in great demand for build-
ing, as Dublin was now only 25 minutes away. A map of the Killiney —
Loughlinstown ‘area shows over 60 large residences in 1871, with a Police
Barracks, Post Office, shops and tradesmen’s premises at Ballybrack. The
larger population is reflected in the building of 5 churches between 1835
and 1860 at Dalkey, Ballybrack and Killiney, and the formation of Town-
ships where previously there had been isolated villages. The building of
upperclass residences continued until the end of the 19th century, and the
district had a distinctly West British appearance. But the hard core of Irish
peasantry survived, and names like Mullin, Byrne and Cullen figure in the
records. Michael Davitt, who lived in Land League Cottage, now Rose

Lawn, in Ballybrack, campaigned for tenants rights, and the balance was
restored when in 1899 the Killiney and Ballybrack Town Commissioners
started a programme of working class houses.

Looking from Killiney Hill at the district today with its many housing
estates, one realises how many changes have taken place over the years,
how interesting it is to record them, and how necessary to preserve, for
future generations, the heritage we enjoy.
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A DRIVE
AROUND THE HILLS

A car tour — approximately 8% miles.

We start our tour from Killiney Station, approximately midway along

Killiney Bay. From our starting point can be seen Dalkey Island and
Sorrento Point, both of which will be discussed later on. We also get a
splendid view of Killiney Hill. We start out following the railway, with the
Court Hotel on our left hand side. This house, formerly known as Court-
na-Farraga has a delightful story attached to its origin. It was built using
the proceeds of a legacy by the nurse of the Exham family, for the family
with the stipulation that she might be allowed to continue in their service.

We turn inland into Strathmore Road, passing on our right ““Undercliff"”,
once the home of the Starkie family, and further up on the left the
Canadian Embassy. At the next junction we turn right into Vico Road,
again seeing the great granite bulk of Killiney Hill. Three or four hundred
yards along, we pull the car into the right hand side where the wall is low
and admire the views. Southwards we see the sweep of Killiney Bay to
Bray and both Big and Little Sugarloaf Mountains. Northwards we see
again Dalkey Island and Sorrento Point. On our right the Vico Fields slope
towards the sea; this land was purchased in the 1920s by public subscription
to prevent further building on this beauty spot.

A path runs from here to White Rock, a very popular bathing place.
Where the cliff juts out into the sea at this point, the rock formation is
interesting as it displays the junction of the granite which forms the pre-
dominating rock of Dalkey and Killiney Hills, with the under-lying mica-
schist,

Continuing on our way, we drive to the end of Vico Road until we reach

.Sorrento Road where we turn right, as we do so, seeing our last glimpse

of Killiney Bay through the trees in the grounds of Sorrento Cottage.
This house was for many years the home of Lennox Robinson, the play-
wright. We pass the fine Victorian houses of Sorrento Terrace. A sharp
turn left at the end shows us Sorrento Park, the last remnant of Dalkey
Commons and almost immediately to the right another small park, known
locally as Miss Dillon’s Park, extends to the cliffs at Sorrento Point and
eastwards to Dalkey Sound. This was the scene of a curious episode in
the early 19th century, when Etty Scott, a miner's daughter, experienced
a vivid dream of a hoard of Danish gold in this spot, to which the miners
staked their claim and began their search, only to be foiled by the exploits
of some medical students who painted two black cats with, phosphorus,
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tied their tails together, and released them at night, thoroughly terrifying
the treasure seekers with what appeared to be spectral visions and super-
natural screams!

We continue on to Coliemore Harbour, said by some to be the smallest

in the world. Until the port of Dublin was developed, ships used this

part of the coast with its sheltered anchorage, to discharge their cargoes
for Dublin. There was no real harbour, salt, wine, coal, etc. were unloaded
at certain rocks and then transported over the common to Dalkey for
safe-keeping. The present harbour was completed in 1867. Across the bay
may be seen the penimsula of Howth and just across the sound is Dalkey
Island and the Muglins Rock with its automatic lighthouse. Dalkey Island
may be visited by boat from Coliemore Harbour. Nowadays, the only
inhabitants are goats and colonies of seabirds, but the ruins of St. Begnet's
Church, the Martello Tower and the Battery Fort may be explored. The
garrison on the island was forgotten in military circles after the battle

of Waterloo, and remained for a further 40 years. Towards the end of

the 18th century revels were held on the island and a well-known person-
ality was ‘crowned’ annually, as ‘king’.

We leave this delightful spot and follow Coliemore Road until we reach
Dalkey where we turn sharp right at a garage into Convent Road. At the
intersection with Leslie Avenue we bear left into Harbour Road, formerly
known as Ballast Office Road. Qn our left is a house called Charlewlle
with a tower built by an emigre ‘French Rovyalist Officer ;as a look-out so
that he could have advance warning of any landing by French invaders, in
order to make his escape in time. Beside this house is St. Patrick’s Church
of Ireland.

As we descend the hill we see the great piers of Dun Laoghaire Harbour
and the two high chimneys of the Pigeon House Power Station. Bulloch
Harbour is a littte further on to the right, with its many small brightly
coloured pleasure boats. This is a very ancient harbour, as long ago as
1346 the Cistercian monks of St. Mary’s Abbey, the builders of Bullock
Castle, established the right to one fish (herrings excepted) from every
fishing boat entering the harbour and from every herring boat a “‘meise”
about 600 fish annually. The present harbour was built in the mid-18th
century to export granite from the quarries in Dalkey.

We continue up the hill to the junction with Ulverton Road, where we
turn left, passing Castle Park School on our right and on our left the
ancient castle of Bullock, which has been restored and is now a museum
open during the summer months. A nursing home is maintained in its
grounds by the Carmelite Sisters. Continuing along Ulverton Road we see
in front of us the great granite quarry of Dalkey, eventually reaching the
historic small town of Dalkey, well worth a visit on foot; with ample car
parking available beside the Church of the Assumption in Castle Street.

Castle Street has been the main street of Dalkey for over 700 years. At
its junction with Ulverton Road stood one of the seven 12th century
castles of Dalkey — Wolverton’s Castle. At that time Dalkey was the port
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of Dublin and these “‘castles’”’ were built as warehouses, where merchan-
dise and valuables landed at the port could be protected against the pre-
datory incursions of “The Irish”" until they could be safely escorted to
Dublin. It is thought that to the left — at the junction of Barnhill Road
and Dalkey Avenue — there was probably a toll-gate, just outside the walls
of the town, where the old road from Dublin met the road to Loughlin-
stown.

Proceeding along Castle Street we see the Town Hall on the left which
incorporates the remains of Goats’ Castle, restored by the Town Commissioners
in 1863, and beside this the remains of St. Begnet’s 7th Century Church and
an ancient graveyard. Across the road, beside the Church of the Assumption,
which -was completed in 1840, are the ruins of Archbold’s Castle.

Continuing on our drive, we leave Dalkey by retracing our way along Castle
Street, turning sharp left at the end up Dalkey Avenue. In a short distance
we cross a bridge where a celtic cross may be seen carved into the stonework
on the left hand side. Here in the penal days, coffins, used to be rested and
prayers said on the way to the burial ground at Dalkey. Later on we note on
our left the path of paving stones known as the “Flags” — the old path used
by the men who quarried the great blocks of granite which were used to
build Dun Laoghaire Harbour between 1817 and 1859, Their cottages were
on Ard Brugh Road and this was the track used to bring the stone to Dun
Laoghaire. We continue on passing Killiney Castle on our left, and later on
Holy Trinity Church, to Killiney Village where we bear right down Killiney
Hill Road, eventually taking a sharp right turn into Killiney Avenue. On our
right is a very interesting feature called the ‘Druid’s Chair’, also well worth a
visit on foot. So, we leave the car and turn right along the wall of the house
known as ‘Druid Hill’ to reach it.

The Druid’s Chair was originally a cemetery mound containing three stone-
lined graves, surrounded by a kerb of upright
stones. At some time prior to 1778 it was
opened and some of the stones re-arranged
to form a chair and enclosed in a circle of
oak trees, some of which still survive. In
recent times the chair has been vandalised,
but it is hoped that in the near future it

will be restored. In the centre of the circle
stand two stones, the subjects of much
speculation, one of which is inscribed with

a circle and an arc,

Having visited the Druid’s Chair, we re-

turn to our drive; the road takes a

turn left and we see on our left a red brick
house with a Dutch gable which was the
Town Hall when Killiney was a seperate
administrative district.

At the end of Killiney Avenue we join the
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splendid new dual carriageway, seeing on our right the;iPa::ish;,Churchfi)f St.
Matthias (1835}. In front of us is a magnificent panorama of mountain
scenery — Little Sugarloaf to the left, Big Sugarloaf, Kattigallaher — a cor-
ruption of Carrick Gollogan and Ballycorus, topped by its tall chimney, used
in former times by the lead smeltingworks at the foot of the hill, At the end
of the dual carriageway, a huge sycamore tree used to stand in the middle of
the road. Once a mass meeting for Land Reform was held there by Michael
Davitt and Charles Stewart Parnell. Here we turn left along the Bray Road.
We pass “The Silver Tassie’’ formerly a school on our right. Later we see the
large building of Loughlinstown Hospital, built in 1841 as the Rathdown
Union Workhouse, to accommodate 600 paupers. Opposite this building we
turn left into Commons Road, by the Loughlinstown river — a very pretty
road. On our left we see the trees of Loughlinstown House, formerly the home
of the Domvile family and now used by the European Foundation for the
Improvement of Living and Working conditions.

At the end of Commons Road we turn left at the stop sign and immediately
cross a bridge, seeing Killiney and
Dalkey Hills ahead. We bear left
at the signpost marked “Dun
Laoghaire’’ into Ballybrack
Village. In a field on the left

of the road stands a Portal
Dolmen, known generally as

the Ballybrack or Shanganagh
Cromlech. This 5000 year old
tomb is the only surviving
dolmen in the Borough. On the
opposite side of the road is a
house called ‘‘Farm Lodge”
originally part of the Lough-
linstown House property, one

of the walled gardens of which
was the Stallions Yard, the house
itself possibly lived in by the grooms.

We soon reach Ballybrack, which has recently developed rapidly from a
small village to a thriving dormitory suburb.

At the crossroads in Ballybrack we turn right into Military Road which leads
us back to the sea. This road was built to give access to the Battery which
stood on the cliffs and was a vital link in the chain of defences against a
possible French invasion in the beginning of the 19th Century. On the left
we see a house called ““Roselawn’’ which was the home .of Michael Davitt and |
at one time called ““Poverty Hall". 1

At the end of Military Road we meet again the railway and turning left,
parallel to the sea coast, in a short distance arrive back at our starting point,
Killiney Station. 4
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WISHING STONE

WALKS IN THE PARK

No. 1 From Burmah (Burton) Road Car Park around Killiney Hill — distance 1 mile

No. 2 As above, continued to include Dalkey Hill — distance 2 miles

WALK NO. 1

We leave the car park by the path that bears right, with Killiney Castle down-
hill on our right. This was one of the principal residences of the district and
the 150 acre estate included all Killiney Hill. Col. John Mapas built the original
house about 1740 and called it Mount Mapas; it was later owned by a Mr
Maunsell who changed the name to Roxborough and in 1764 Henry Loftus,
Viscount of Ely, bought the estate and called it Loftus Hill. He cut a carriage-
way round the hill and planted the west side with trees and shrubs. In 1790
the property was taken by Lord Clonmel, (Copperfaced Jack) who employed
200 men to work on the estate and stocked it with deer. Robert Warren
owned it in 1840. He enlarged the house, calling it Killiney Castle, restored
and added to the monuments on the hill, and built several fine houses in the
neighbourhood, one of which, Wyvern, opposite the Castle, was occupied by
his son.

-
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The path enters the wood and continues through a gap in the wall. On the
right, apartment blocks occupy the ground between the Castle and Holy
Trinity Church,

Now we come to the stone lodge at the entrance gates. When the park belonged
to the Castle this was the Keeper’s house, and here he admitted privileged
persons to admire the view from the obelisk and partake of refreshments on the
hill as we see them doing in 19th century prints. Many of us remember when
the lodge was used as a cafe.

The park was purchased by Queen Victoria’s Jubilee Memorials Association from
Robert Warren Jr. for a nominal sum. It was opened for public use, and named
Victoria Park by Prince Albert Victor of Wales in 1887. The names of the
trustees may be seen on the pillars at the entrance.

As we proceed up the main avenue we pass a modern reservoir and pumping
station. The barn-like structure at the head of the steps up from Killiney
village was used for socials and dancing on summer evenings.

A little further up we can lean on the wall overlooking the village. On a fine
day there is a wonderful vista of Killiney beach, the Vale of Shanganagh, Bray
Head and the Wicklow mountains. Below us is the beautiful granite tower of
Ayesha Castle, originally called Victoria Castle and built by Mr Warren about
1830.

The obelisk on the summit is a landmark to be seen for many miles. The inscrip-
tion on the plaque reads ‘Last year being hard with the poor, the walks about
these hills and this were erected by John Mapas., June 1742". Originally there
was a flight of steps up the outside to the balcony and a door at ground level,
which has been bricked up due to vandalism. It was repaired by Mr Warren in
1840.

Across the sea to the east we see Dalkey Island. Walking in this direction we
come to the Wishing Stone, dated MDCCCLII (1852), a curio quite undocument.
ed, but legend says that if you walk around each level from base to top and
stand facing the Holy Island of Magee (Dalkey Island) your wish will be granted.
Never mind the legend — the view is worth the effort.

There is another little obelisk to the right of the Wishing Stone known as
Boucher’s obelisk, but with Mount Mapas inscribed on it. John Mapas left
monies for a memorial to be built to his family, and this may be it.

From the tarmacadamed path on the sea side of the hill there is a good view of
Sorrento Terrace. Killiney Bay has been compared with the Bay of Naples
hence there are a lot of Italian names on houses here, Monte Alverno, San Elmo,
Capri, etc.. On the left there is a stone ‘chair’ and one of the picnic tables that
were built on the hill; these and the flights of steps, granite walls and cobble-
stone drains bear witness to the amount of work the various owners put into

the estate,

Where the paths meet below the steps there is an iron gate on the left, and the
path through the gate along the wood leads back to the car park.
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WALK NO. 2

This walk continues through the more recently acquired Dalkey Hill section by
taking the path opposite the gate on the left hand side of the old wall. This is
called the Green Road as it was greensward until due to increased usage the
corporation had to tarmacadam it. It was part of the carriage way laid out by
Viscount Loftus and would have been used by Mr Warren to gain access to the
Railway.

Standing here above White Rock beach we get a view of the railway which was
extended from Dalkey to Ballybrack in 1854. When it became known that the
line was to be constructed as far as Bray this caused much building speculation
and land became very valuable. Between 1851 and 1861 the population
increased by 60%. At first there were two stations on this section of the line; )
Ballybrack and Seafield Road where the Station House can still be seen, and
Obelisk Hill, described as ‘perched halfway up a cliff in Mr Warren's Deerpark’,
probably a concession for allowing the line through his property. We think it
was sited on the ramparts to the left of the footbridge. It only lasted 3% years
and in 1859 a new station was opened at the bottom of Strathmore Hill, on the

I site of an old fort. When the double tracks were laid in 1882, the present Kill-

. iney Station was built on Station Road to serve the whol€ area.

Ted

&/ At sea level to the left of the footbridge is a cave known as Decco’s Cave, from_
an ltalian who lived there. It was originally the opening to a lead mine on Killiney
Hill which was worked for some years from 1751. When the railway was
being constructed, more lead was found, but it was soon exhausted, A narrow
passage leads to a larger chamber where there are footholds cut in the rock by
the miners. The shaft has been blocked up for safety. The ore was exported to
England. It was taken out to the ships in barges which were floated ashore on
one tide, filled with ore and refloated on the next high tide. One of the skippers
engaged in this work was a Mr Homan, ancestor of the present owner of the
White Cottage on Killiney Beach where boats may be hired for fishing and
pleasure trips.

T

e

Up on the side of the hill behind us is the Vico Eagle, probably a natural
phenomenon, but it may have been fashioned from local granite by two brothers
Joe and Tom Cooper, stone masons, who lived in a lodge at the end of this
path.

There was a tea house or summer bungalow past the first flight of steps down
to Vico Road. Mrs Chippendall Higgin bought it at the Dublin Exhibition of

1907 and used it to entertain guests. It is at this point that the carriage drive
used to wind down in hairpin bends to the Vico Road. It has now been built

over.

The Green Road leads on to Torca Road and on the right a flight of steps
known locally as the Cats’ Ladder connects with the coast road. A little farther
on the left is Torca Cottage. George Bernard Shaw lived here from 1866 to
1874. He once remarked that he was the product of Dalkey’s outlook.



A VIEW OF DALKEY ISLAND
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We turn back and take the right of way beside Mount Henry which is signposted
for Dalkey Hill. The path runs above the disused Dalkey Quarries. Looking
down on the grass floor, one can see the outline of the tennis courts of the

long defunct Torca Tennis Club. The Quarry was also the site of the Dalkey
Rifle Range; during shooting competitions a man used to hold a red flag on the
road to avoid accidents.

Dalkey Hill is often called Telegraph Hill from the tower or castle on the top
which was built about 1807 as a signalling station to communicate between the
Martello towers along the coast, which were part of the defences against a
possible French invasion. It was used to store ammunition for blasting when the
quarries were in use and it also housed prisoners during the Civil War. It was
repaired by Robert Warren and later by the Borough Corporation.

We shall stop here and look down on the quarries below, which with other
Dalkey quarries provided the material for many of the buildings seen in the
distance, Dun Laoghaire Harbour, the South Walls of the Liffey and as Tar away
as Bristol and London. Skilled stone cutters were brought over from Scotland
and Dalkey Hill Village grew up at the foot of the quarries. The stone was

. loaded on horse drawn trucks and hauled down a metal-plated track (known as

? the Metals) to Dun Laoghaire. ‘A friction wheel on the quarry floor enabled the

< >‘ full trucks to bring the empty ones back there, where the tracks spread out like

' fingers of a hand to the quarry face.” Now the quarry is used by mountaineering
clubs who find the rock faces useful for climbing practice.

One most obvious landmark is Dun Laoghaire Harbour, built of granite taken
from here. The east pier was started in 1817, but the work on the Harbour
went on for many years. George 1V of England visited Dublin in 1821; he
landed at Howth on 12th August and departed from Kingstown on 3rd Septem-
ber, having given his name to the town and the harbour. Up to this time the
place had been called Dunleary - the fort of Leary. The growth of the town
dates from this period,

Below us is the town of Dalkey, which deserves a historical guide of its own,
but is described briefly in ‘A Drive Around the Hills’, page 13.

Farther along the summit of the hill is a Radio Beacon, used as a navigation aid
for aircraft, It marks the 10 mile radius from Dublin Airport.

Looking down from the seaward side of the beacon, we can see a broken celtic
cross. One owner of the property loved the view so much that he requested to
be buried here. The inscription reads:

Dust thou art, to dust returneth,
Was not written of the Soul.

Thomas Chippendall Higgin
July 16, MCMXI (1911)

Beyond the beacon, the path follows the wall by the quarry down through
the wood to the car park.



AYESHA CASTLE

A WALK AROUND KILLINEY

Killiney village — Killiney Hill Road — Marino Avemue — Station Road — Vico Road
— Victoria Road — Killiney. Distance 2 miles fof which two-thirds of a mile is uphill)

Killiney village nestles on the east side of Rocheshill, nearly 500 ft. above
Killiney Bay, with a fine view over the Vale of Shanganagh and the north
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Wicklow hills. It is the terminus for the no. 59 bus from Dun Laoghaire
and is about 1 mile from Killiney Railway Station and the sea. East of
the village is Killiney Hill Park, [1] which is described in the previous
walks.

Killiney Hill Road leads down past Regan’s public house, called The

Druid’s Chair after the nearby monument, but which was built as the
Victoria Hotel in 1894. The pleasant group of redbrick houses opposite

was designed by Sir Thomas Deane, an eminent Victorian architect.

Killiney House, [2] was once a coaching inn and Lewis (1837) says that

a stone coffin containing Saxon and Danish coins was found in the grounds;
many other relics of the past were uncovered on the nearby properties.

The steps leading up from the sea are an old right of way which is
continued farther up St. George’s Avenue and which brought the fishing
folk to Mass at Cabinteely for many years. Another right of way joins
the main road opposite ‘The Hall’ [3], which served-as a school for the Prot-
estant community from 1881 until recently. Strathmore Road on the left
was made to give access to the first Killiney Station. Templeville [4] -is
best seen from the grassy verge outside St. Anne’s. It was originally a
farmhouse, and later became the home of the Rev. Charles Sleator who
was licensed to hold services there until Killiney Parish Church was built
in 1835, and who hung a bell in the gable wall to call his parishioners to
worship. Templeville and the adjoining houses Druid Lodge [5] and Druid
Hill [7] get their names from the Druid's Chair [8] enclosure behind them,
From the gate of Druid Lodge the grey Spite Tower [6] can be seen over-
looking its neighbouring redbrick house, Druid Hill. This was architectural
tit-for-tat, as the owners of Druid Lodge felt they.were being overlooked

by Druid Hill!

Marathon [9] on the opposite corner of Killiney Avenue, was called
Mount Druid in 1778 when it was bought with 6% acres, including the
Druid’s Chair enclosure by Peter Wilson, a retired Dublin bookseller.
Later John Dillon, the New lreland leader, lived there.

The Martello Tower [10] was one of a
chain of fortifications built about 1800

to defend the coast from a feared

French invasion. It is a two-storey struc-
ture with massive cutgranite walls in
excellent repair. The surrounding area

is used as a Borough store, and to the
left of the entrance a wicket gate indicates
what was once a path down to the

ancient church, [14].
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Opposite Marino Avenue is St. Declan’s [11],
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formerly Dorset Lodge, the home of Sir Thomas Deane, the architect. In

the open ground behind it the young Duke of Dorset was killed riding

with the Powerscourt hounds, and an obelisk to his memory is in the grounds
of St. Columba’s Ballybrack.

The walk so far has followed the old highway from Dalkey to Bray, but
now, turning left into Marino Avenue, we are on a path trodden by
worshippers at the ancient church long before a Mr Chayter bought the
land surrounding Marino House, built several fine residences and closed the
old graveyard in spite of local opposition. The Greek Embassy, right [12]
and the Australian Embassy, left [13] enjoy these pleasant surroundings,
and just beyond are the ruins of the medieval Killiney or Cill Inion Leinin
the church of the daughters of Leinin [14]. Even before the 7 holy daugh-
ters of Leinin built the original cill in the seventh century, a cairn (stone
mound) and rath (circular enclosure) occupied the site. The earthen walls
of the rath have been replaced and the present building dates from the
tenth or eleventh century with a sixteenth century aisle on the northern
side. The old west door is typically preNorman, with its inclined jambs

: and straight lintel, under which is cut a
cross to signify that an important eccles-
iastic had blessed the building. An old
granite font and part of two crosses have
been preserved inside. It is thought that
the little community who served the
original cill may have been wiped out in
a Danish raid. At any rate, the church was
confirmed to the Priory of the Holy
Trinity, later to become Christ Church
Cathedral, and in 1615 was in good repair,
but by 1654 was roofless. The antiquarian
George Petrje called it “ruin in perfection’
and expressed a wish to be buried here |
where the rays of the morning sun would
rest on his grave, This sentiment is echoed

in a flat tombstone (1791) beside the church,
“In this sequestered spot to rest

is my last wish — my last request
till the last call surprise”

The gravestone of the Rev. Dudley Ryves, ‘late
minister of the parish of Monkstown and its
Unions’ reminds us that, after 1654, Killiney

with several other parishes was until the end of
the 19th century. Certain families had burial rights
here until quite recently — the last interment was
in 1951,

A stony path leads down to the coast between
sheltered gardens. Turning left into Station Road we follow the route described
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‘4: é:&,.) in page 13 as far as the junction of Victoria Road and Vico Road. The

‘ smell of eucalyptus trees is in the air as the road climbs beside the wall of the
Canadian Embassy and at Lios Beag [18] there is a rewarding view of the other
side of the Bay. The woods of Ayesha Castle stretch down to the road and in
spring delight the eye with primroses, bluebells and anemones. A sharp turn
left brings us to Victoria Road past Mount Mapas where Richard Hannay, the
novelist, lived for some time, and Ayesha Castle. Both these properties were
built by the Warrens of Killiney Castle in the last century and called Mt. Mapas
Cottage and Victoria Castle. The castle went on fire about 1930 and was restored
by Sir Thomas Power who renamed it Ayesha. The Gothic arch which spans
the road was the original entrance and makes a delightful return point to
Killiney Village.
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FLORA AND FAUNA

The Killiney hills and surrounding countryside were once peculiarly rich in
vigorous deeply coloured gorse, and a variety of heathers: also most small
birds, including large numbers of thrushes and finches. Frequent fires have
destroyed a lot of the vegetation, burned thousands of nests and frightened
the birds away. The Fire Brigade had 150 calls in one year to gorse and
brush fires,

Ravens nested for many years under an overhanging rock in Dalkey Quarry,
but the nest was destroyed in the late 1950s. They have been seen flying
around but are not breeding. Hooded crows are becoming very numerous
in the Wyattville area, magpies and rooks are plentiful: the commoner birds
such as thrushes, blackbirds, robins and pied wagtails are becoming scarce
and finches are rare.

Rabbits are coming back after the myxamatosis outrage, and in their
absence foxes became bolder and frequented the area. One can be seen
running along the beach in the early mornings, and has often been mistaken
for a dog.

Trees are good and varied, but one wishes for more oaks. Hawthorn, elder
and wild rose would be good if allowed to grow. The district has always been
noted for its lovely gardens, and the extreme mildness of the climate allows
many subtropical trees and plants to grow out of doors. Among them are
eucalyptus, arbutus, fan palm, cordyline, and various veronicas. Mimosa,
fuchsia, cacti and mesembryanthemum also flourish here.

The grasses are too numerous to list here, but they are becoming less due to
weed killer along the roadways and paths, and building developments destroy
many more; nevertheless Brizia media may frequently be found and Yorkshire
fog is very happy here. Birds lose out badly on the lessening hedgeberries

and grass-seed.

UNUSUAL PLANTS

Corydalis Corydalis clavicula. Abundant on the hill. Only one other
place in the country (Dingle, Glenamuck).

‘Wood Vetch Vicia sylvatica. In woods and thickets on the hill. Only

one other place in the country (Ballinascorney).

Tree Mallow Lavatera arborea. Along the coast. This plant is becoming
rarer in many other places.



Tufted Vetch
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Madder Rubia peregrina. # both these plants grow on banks
Golden Samphire Inula crithmoides on the coast. They are rare elsewhere.
Bee Orchid Ophrys Apifera. Banks above Vico.

Sea Wormwood Artemisia maritima. Rocks below Sorrento Terrace, a very
rare plant, found only in two other places on the east
coast of Ireland,

"Dalkey Ragwort” Senecio cineraria maritima. The most interesting and

unusual plant. Here is an extract from Colgan’s “Flora of
County Dublin (1904)" . . . “It originated in a packet of
seed sown by Sir Francis Brady in his garden at Sorrento
Cottage in the year 1875.” The plant escaped some years
later and has since hybridised with Common Ragwort (S,
jacobaea). Both S. Cineraria and the hybrid are still spread-
ing after 100 years.

KILLINEY HILL VICO AREA

Gorse. Ulex europaeus. Bloody Cranesbill. Geranium sanguineum.
Broom. Cytisus scoparius. - Birds Foot Trefoil.

Stitchwort. Stellaria holostea, Wild Carrot, Daucus carota,

Tufted Vetch. Vicia cracca, _ Spur Valerian. Centranthus ruber.,

Dog Rose. Rosa canina. Sea Aster. Aster tripolium.

Heath Groundsel. Senecio sylvaticus. Yellow wort. Blackstonia perfoliata.
About 400 different species grow in the Dalkey and Killiney areas.

BIRDS OF THE AREA

Shanganagh Vale:

2 pairs of Dippers, 1 pair of kingfishers nested in river bank in 1973, Storms
have since eroded bank away. Glaucous Gulls (rare) ('72, '73). Ringed Plover
nesting on shingle at estuary (73, '74). 1 Puffin ‘73. Sedge Warblers (3 pairs
nesting in reeds at coast). Moorhens regular nesters. 90 plus little gulls, January
‘74, all Tern species. Greywagtails, Goldfinches (up to '70).

‘ Killiney Hill and environs:

Tree-creepers, Woodcock (not frequent), Long eared Owl, Siskins (maximum
of 7 in Spring), Sparrowhawk (nesting), Goldcrests (small British bird}),
Chiff-chaffs, Willow Warblers, Long tailed tits, (especially in winter with
flocks of 20 plus).

Dalkey Hill, Castie and Quarry:

Ravens (not nesting unfortunately), Kestrels (breeding successfully), Magpies
— a scourge — roost of 294 once,
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Vico and Sorrento:

Shelducks nesting Dalkey Island, Peregrine, ‘73, only 1, Great Crested Grebe,
1 or 2. 1 Barn Owl (at least 5 years flying to Dalkey Island at night), Short-
eared Owl, in winter, 6 in '73/°74. Curlews in winter, maximum 275. Gannets,
maximum 12. Manx Shearwater up to 60. Wheatear 2 to 3. Fulmar maximum
32. (only breeding ground between Howth and Bray), 5 pairs normally nest
November to September. '

Whiterock :

Redshank, maximum 4, winter. Occasional Purple Sandpiper, 1 Kingfisher
winter only. Grasshopper Warbler, 2 nested '73. 2 - 4 Whitethroat summer.

4 to 5 pairs Stonechats. Black Redstart (every year), Arctic Skua (up to a
dozen a day in autumn). 1 Buzzard on 7th October 74 (very rare),

A note on Dalkey Island/Sorrento Point area.

A form of bird-watching which has become known as "‘sea-watching’’ was
innovated by a group of British ornithologists at Cape Clear Island, West
Cork, approximately ten years ago. This led to the setting up of an obser-
vatory on the Island. Since then sea-watching has spread to all our coasts and
it is the practice of sea-watching that produced most of the records in this
area (i.e. Arctic Skua, Peregrine, Pomarine Skua, Little gull, Shoveler, all
relatively unusual in this area at any rate). Other more regular species include
Gannet, Manx Shearwater, migrating Geese (grey lag, Brent and white-fronted).
The Herring gull colony has long been a feature of interest (and destruction)
for tourists to Dalkey Island. Around 275 pairs nest annually on the main
island and around 200 pairs on Muglins lighthouse. The goats now number 4.
The nocturnal Barn Owl and Diurnal Short-eared Owls have been highly effec-
tive in clearing the Island of its over-population of rats.

The Shanganagh River runs from above Bride’s Glen through Loughlinstown
and from there down the valley to the sea. Here, for the past four years
there have been herons nesting (1 pair) and in one year at least they have
bred. A pair of Mallard have also nested on this river and bred successfully
for the past few years, as have also Dippers and Moorhen. In the same area
Siskin, Greywagtail, Gold Crest, Long-tailed Tit and Kingfisher have also been
observed. Ravens nested this year in one of the trees in the grounds of
Loughlinstown House.
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PERSONALITIES

(1870-1956) lived in St. Brigid’s, Kilmore Avenue for
several years, and her friend Helen Chenevix, who
helped her in her work for women, lived next door.
She founded the Irish Women’s Suffrage Movement
in 1911, was on the executive of Women'’s
International League for Peace and was first Woman
President of the Irish Trade Union Congress.

(about 1760) was the famous landlord of the coach-
ing inn at Loughlinstown, now Beechgrove House; he
was immortalised by Thomas Mozeen in the "“Kil-
ruddery Hunt”.

was the first chairman of Dalkey Town Commission-
ers in 1863. He restored Goats’ Castle for use as the
Town Hall, and initiated the building of Coliemore
Harbour.

born 1900, the well known Pediatrician, writer and
Rugby International, lived in Kilmore. His play
“Marrowbone Lane” drew attention to slum
conditions in Dublin.

(1881-1972) dramatist and poet, lived in Sandycove
in his youth. He wrote “The Land" in 1905, and
started the Irish Review with Thomas McDonagh.
His biography of James Joyce attracted much
attention in America where he lived since 1914. In
his poems and children’s books he has brought rural
and peasant Ireland into Anglo-irish literature.

was an artist in precious metals who had a studio in
St. George’s Avenue. In the 1920s she designed and
made a monstrance and sancturary lamp for St.
Patrick’s Church, San Francisco, a gold pectoral
cross given by Count John McCormack to Arch-
bishop Carbery, and the bell used in the Senate.

(1846-1906) Born in Mayo, son of an evicted small
tenant, he threw himself into the Fenian movement.
After returning injured from factory work in England,
he formed the Irish National Land League. Parnell
was President and a meeting is recorded at The Big
Tree, Loughlinstown. He lived in 9, Shanganagh
Terrace, and was later presented with Land League
Cottage, now Roselawn, Ballybrack.

(1816-1866) a leader of the Young Ireland Move-
ment, was imprisoned, exiled and finally amnestied.
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- Flora Mitchell

He lived at Mount Druid. Father of John Dillon, the
politician, and Land League colleague of Parnell, and
grandfather of James Dillon, former Minister of
Agriculture.

of Dalkey, the poet and lutinist, was a friend of
Shakespeare, and is commemorated by a plague in
Sorrento Park.

(1873-1917), lived in Melrose, Dalkey Avenue. He
was chaplain to the Irish Brigades in the 1914-18 war,
and was killed in Flanders.

(George Birmingham) 1865-1894, who lived for a time
in Mount Mapas, was the author of “‘Spanish Gold”
and many other novels.

(1824-1894) a noted wit, was Parish Priest of Bally-
brack for the last year of his life.

(1861-1931) lived in Cymric, Vico Road, and after
her marriage, in Kenah Hill, Killiney, where, she said,
her grand piano looked like a postage stamp in the
drawingroom. Of her many writings and poems, “All
in the April evening” is perhaps the best known. Her
daughter is Pamela Hinkson, the novelist.

the stained glass artist,

(1912-59), the biographer, and

the poet were all descendants of

and lived in Killiney.

was born and baptised in Ballybrack where his family
had a summer residence.

lived in Killiney as a young man studying Stucco
plastering while Kenah Hill was being built for Du
Bedat in 1895.

was Provost of T.C.D. and lived in Sorrento House.
He worked with J. M. Burke to develop Coliemore
and Sorrento and his widow gave the land for
Sorrento Park.

were a well known legal family who lived in Temple
Hill. Since one of them was entrusted with carrying
Daniel O’Connell’s heart to Rome, they are now
known as O’Connell-Miley.

(Mrs Jameson 1890-1972) the artist, lived in Alloa.
Her book “‘Vanishing Dublin”’ records the old build-
ings of the city. The National Gallery bought all her
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pictures just before she died, and intend to hang
them in a special room.

the famous folk singer, wife of Dr. McKiernan, Irish
Ambassador to Australia, lived in Marathon.

lived at Ardeen. Michael Collins stayed with them
during negotiations with Lioyd George, as did Dr.
Clune, Bishop of Adelaide who carried messages

between them. Sir John became a priest after his
wife’s death,

lived at Undercliffe, and were the parents of Father
John O’Sullivan, S.J. His brother Robert was drown- -
ed in a boating accident with Miss Exham. .

brother of Charles Stewart Parnell lived in Sion House
Glenageary, with his family. They gave famous literary
parties in the 1920s.

of Secrora, Killiney was three times champion at
Wimbledon.

founder of the Christian Brothers, succeeded Michael / Mo
Davitt in Roselawn,

(1886-1957) the well known Abbey dramatist and
Director, lived in Sorrento Cottage for many vears.
His Sunday afternoon Abbey Theatre parties are
still remembered.

was a stonecutter’s daughter, whose dream of buried
Danish treasure started a gold rush in Dalkey in the
1830s, which culminated in great land speculation
in the Commons of Dalkey.

(1856-1950) lived in Torca Cottage from 1866 to
1874. His wife was Charlotte Payne-Townshend.
Literature and art in Ireland benefit annually from ‘
the Shaw Trust. é‘*

(1871-1909), spent the last three years of his life in

Glendalough House, Glenageary. Here he wrote “The LE
Playboy of the Western World"’ and “‘Deirdre of the LN
Sorrows’’, f‘é\
a bookseller and publisher of the Dublin Almanac, =
wrote his Topographical Letter from Dalkey Lodge in =
1768. It is now the oldest inhabited house in Dalkey. ’
He brought General Vallencey to see the Druid’s &
Chair in 1785, when he.lived in Mount Druid, i3
Killiney.

Y y
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AYESHA
CASTLE
ENTRANCE

PLACES OF INTEREST
CHURCH OF SS. ALPHONSUS AND COLUMBA, BALLYBRACK

Built in 1856 by Fr. Sheridan to serve the needs of a fast growing population
in the newly-formed Kingstown parish. Fr. John Harold was responsible for the
Priest’s Residence and School (now the Columban Hall). In 1882 the tower and
spire designed by George Ashlin were added to contain the bell which had been
housed in a wooden shelter on the ground. The church was badly damaged by
storm in 1927 and underwent extensive repairs and renovations.

ST. MATTHIAS' CHURCH, CHURCH ROAD, BALLYBRACK

The site was donated by Sir Compton Domvile of Loughlinstown House, and
the church was built in 1835 as a chapel of ease in Monkstown Union, but
became a Parish Church in 1876 and was later enlarged by a chancel and south
transept. The Parish Hall was built in 1887 for less than £200.

HOLY TRINITY CHURCH, KILLINEY HILL ROAD

Originally Trinity Church, it was built in 1858 to serve a pastoral district in
Monkstown Union and did not become a Parish Church until 1892, Robert
Warren of Killiney Castle gave the site and a large donation towards its building.
The cobbled paving at the entrance is set in a mosaic pattern incorporating the
date of its opening 1859. A tablet, window and lectern commemorate the
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victims of a boating accident in Killiney Bay — Robert Sullivan, brother of Fr.
John Sullivan S.J. and Constance Exham of Courtnafarraga. There is a beautiful
oak pulpit with panels in bronze illustrating the Beatitudes, and a memorial
window by Harry Clarke. The granite mounting stone by the gate was intact
until 1978.

DUN MHUIRE, SEAFIELD ROAD

The Franciscan House of Studies was opened by the Archbishop of Dublin in
1945. It houses the manuscripts of the Order which were in Louvain and Rome.
It was originally called Inveruisk and was the home of Sir Francis Falkiner, the
Recorder of Dublin.

ST. GEORGE'S, ST. GEORGE'S AVENUE

Designed and built by George Ashlin, who married the granddaughter of
Augustus Pugin, another well known architect. Mrs Ashlin designed and executed
the stained glass windows of the Oratory in St. George's, and included the
members of her family in the religious scenes.

KENAH HILL, GLENALUA ROAD

It was built in 1885 by Robert du Bedat, and called du Bedat's Folly because

it was on such a grand scale that he was ruined in consequence. Katherine
Tynan Hinkson the writer and poet lived there for some time and remarked that
her grand piano looked like a postage stamp in the drawing room. A long
avenue led up from Church Road as well as the present entrance from Glenalua
Road, and an old right of way joins Glenalua Road and Killiney Hill Road.

THE COMMON AND KILLINEY GOLF COURSE

These open spaces occupy the west side of Rocheshill, sometimes called Flag-
staff Hill, as the Waterhouse family of Glenalua used to fly a flag from the
summit on State occasions. From Claremont Road and Glenalua Road un-
metalled paths lead to a turnstile into the Golf Course and, by a right of way
along the fence, out near the clubhouse to Ballinclea Road. These would have
been used for many years by the people of Killiney and Dalkey going to Mass
at Cabinteely. Another right of way left off Glenalua Road is marked by white
stones across the Golf course and gives access to Church Road: this was used
by parishioners of St. Matthias’ befre Killiney Avenue was comfpeted in 1882,

Several quarries on the Common provided granite for buildings, roads and walls
in the neighbourhood. It is thought that Rocheshill and Rochestown derive
from the French word roches, meaning rocks; no family of that name is
recorded and the slope of the hill is covered with boulders and outcrops of
granite. On one of these the shape of a Tabernacle has been cut. Because it is
in such an exposed position, it is hardly likely, that it was used as a Mass Rock,
but a local resident was told of someone in her family keeping a look-out there
for redcoats. It may have been used by stonecutters in the quarries.



38

PEOPLE AND PLACES

We have mentioned many of the families whose lives, through the centuries,
were part of our history. The native O’Tooles and O’Byrnes, once dispossessed,
now share the Voting Register with many other Irish families, and the Talbots,
who were granted lands at Rochestown and Dalkey in 1218, are still the ground
landlords of part of it. :

Each era has contributed to the place names. The churches commemorate the
early Christians. Bullock and Dalkey are Danish words. Archbold’s Castle
reminds us of the Norman guardians of the Pale, and Mount Mapas of the
landed gentry and their demesnes.

When it was noticed that Killiney Bay resembled the Bay of Naples, places in
the vicinity were called Sorrento, Vico, Nerano, San Elmo, Monte Alverno,
Capri, etc.. The Napoleonic era gave us Military Road, Martello Avenue, Tower
Hill, Tower View and Telegraph Hill, and the interest engendered by the Druid’s
Chair in 1785 led to Templeville, Temple Hill, Druid Hill, Druid Lodge,

Mount Druid and Glendruid. Atmospheric Road recalls a unique railway and

the quarries and mines were the origin of the Flags, and the Firm. Queen
Victoria’s reign was commemorated by Victoria Castle, Flagstaff Hill and Albert
Road, which had been previously known as Sudsy Hill as a stream flowed along-
side into which the fishermen’s wives, who took in the gentry’s laundry,
emptied their washtubs.

Ballybrack first appears in the Monkstown Parish Register in 1687 as Ballabrack
and in 1704 as Ballybrack. On Rocque’s map of 1760 it is called Brackenstown.
Loughlinstown is also found as Ballylochan.

Many places have changed names over the years and some have several names,
e.g. Rochestown Hill, Roches Hill, Mullin’s Hill or Flagstaff Hill. We append a
list of the Irish derivations.

The view from Killiney Hill today is an amalgam of past and present; a
picturesque setting where people of many cultures have lived, and some have
left their mark. Standing there, one echoes the words on Shaw's plaque,
“Irishmen are mortal and temporal, but her hills are eternal”’.




BALLYBRACK

BALLINCLEA
BARNHILL
BULLOCK

CABINTEELY
CARRICKBRENNAN

CARRIGMOLEEN

CARRIGOLLOGAN
DALKEY ISLAND
DALKEY

DUN LAOGHAIRE
GLENAGEARY

GLENALUA
GLASTHULE
KILLINEY
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PLACE NAMES

An Baile Breac (The Speckled Town or Townland.) or
An Bealach Breac (The Speckled Way — perhaps the
path through Rochestown Wood marked with large
white stones.)

Baile an tSleibhe (The Townland of the Mountain.)
Barren Hill

Builg (a bellows) or
Bloyke — Danish (the little bank)

Caban tSile — Sheila’s cabin or booth.
Carraig Breanainn — Brennan’s Rock.

Carraig Millin  diminutive of Meall (a Mound)

Carraig Dolgain — Dolgan’s Rock.
Deilginis — Thorn Island.

originally Kilbegnet. Cill Begnet — Begnet's Church,
Dalk-ey is Danish for Thorn Island.

Leary’s Fort.

Gleann an Ghaorthaidh — The Wooded River Valley,or
Gleann na gCaorach — The Glen of the Sheep.

Gleann na Luaidhe — The Glen of the Lead.
Glas Tuathail — O'Toole’s Stream.

Cill Inion Leinin % The Church of 'the daughter or
Cill Inine Leinin I daughters of Leinin,

KILL OF THE GRANGE The Church of the Farm (of the Priory).

KILTERNAN
LEHAUNSTOWN

LOUGHLINSTOWN
RATHMICHAEL
SHANKILL
TULLY

Cill Tighernain — Tiernan’s Church.

Baile an Lochain — The Town or townland of the
small lake.

Baile Lachlainn — Lachlann’s town.

Rath Mhic Tail — The fort of Mac Tail.

An tSeanchill — the old church.

Tulach na nEasbog — The Mound of the Bishops.
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Ball, Elrington
D’Alton, John
Donnelly, Dr.

de Paor, L. and M,
Edwards, Ruth D.
Enoch, Victor

Gaskin, James

Herity, M. and Eogan, G.

Joyce, P.W,
Joyce, W.St.J,

Kelly, M,

Mitchell, G.F.

Moody, T. and Martin, F.X,
Nolan, W.

O Riordain, Sean

Rutty, John
Starkie, Enid
Robertson, Manning
Wakeman, William

REFERENCE BOOKS

A History of the Co. Dublin
The History of County Dublin

Short histories of some Dublin
Parishes (iv) and (v)

Early Christian Ireland
An Atias of Irish History
Martello Towers
Varistles of irish History
Ireland in Prehistory

Irish Place Names

The Neighbourhood of Dublin
(1938)

Dalkey, Co. Dublin

The Irish Landscape

The Course of Irish History

Sources for Local Studies

Antiquities of the Irish Country-
] side

Natural History of Co, Dublin

A Lady's Child

Dun Laoghaire

A Handbook of Irish Antiquities

Thom, 1902
Hodges & Smith, 1838
Carraig Books, Dublin 1807

Thames & Hudson, 1968
Methuen, 1971 .
Jarrold & Sons, 1975
Kelly, 1874

Routledge & Keegan Paul,
1977

Dublin 1878, republished 1972

Republished 1971

Collins, 1976
Cork 1987
1879
Msthuen, 1871

Dublin, 1772
London, 1941
1936
1868

Lewis’ Topographical Directory
Thom’s Directorises

Dun Laoghaire Borough Guide
Dalkey Guide (O’Flanagan)
Journals R.S.A.1.

Proceedings R.|.A,

Local Church Records

1837

1978
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