Running order for Corsican Defence

	
	Points to be made
	Image

	
	· 
	Dublin Crest

	
	· Mortella point, inspired dublin, napoleon born, & resisted
	Corsican Defence

	
	· Concentrate on story of No7, background as needed
	Restoration

	
	· Curve of Killiney Bay?
	Photo of Bay

	
	· Dublin bay curved, Killiney Bay straight
	Map Dublin Bay

	
	· 1797:  only defence = camp (1795)
	Ferrar Camp

	
	· Carhampton CinC 1796-8,  nervous, got survey
	Carhampton

	
	· Found in NLI Hayes Catalogue of Irish Ms Sources (1973)

· Comprehensive analysis of Bay

· Responded to precise orders
	Reconoisse Title

	
	· Precise orders: #1 how many troops, #2 how to deploy > reply – coastal:concentrate on three breaks in cliffs
	Order #2

	
	· Straight bay a defence advantage
	Straight Bay

	
	· His map, 30 yrs, + Camp
	Map

	
	· Detail: kings highway; camp; lime kiln; 
	Map detail

	
	· Precise positioning of defensive emplacements

· Thank BM/Lib & Kew for permission to reproduce
	2nd LC map

	
	· Google Map: 

· Coastal vulnerabilities + Camp +200ft contour +fire overlap 

·  Located bottom of pins

· Towers & Batteries deployed exactly as on La Chaussé map (ironic).

· Exceptions: added Nos, 1, 8 & 9 & not sure exact location LC Mortar Battery, but on height.

· NB 4 & 5 & 7 + Signal Station

· Map on my site; ex Telegraph  >> (overlays; info-window; info-boxes with image link).
	Google Map

(La Chaussée 

& Towers)

	
	· Now focus specifically on No. 7
	Tower No.7

	
	· No7 plan from 1831 but true of when new; shortage of plans today; fairly true to scale internally.
	Tower plan 1831

	
	· Location: Killiney Hill Road between Ballybrack & Killiney Village; at junction of present day Killiney Avenue

· 1900 OS map very useful – point of inflection > residential

· All military areas delineated by boundary markers = 6
	OS 25”

	
	· 
	OS 25” + markers

	
	· Tower plan pretty accurate; important to know if using eg battery plans to estimate coastal erosion
	OS 25” + plan

	
	· Valuable painting by Du Noyer = 1866 > position & guns despite new nearby housing development.

· Armed on and off to 1870s ish, including upgrading.

· This year Township founded
	Du Noyer detail

	
	· Important to keep eyes open; if understand history, will notice things.
	T: Remnants

	
	· Marker 15 at Military Road access to beach; Niall spotted
	Mkr 15

	
	· Remains of No8 gun platform in underpass build by railway 1854-6.
	Underpass

	
	· Beware of discovering what you thought was gone. 

· No5 “dismantled” as early as 1815. Not “demolished”. 

· What is shown on the OS 1900 is actually there.
	OS 1900 No5

	
	· Extensive walls of No5 on site.
	No5 general

	
	· Clearly now serving as a Community Youth Centre. 

· Carryng on tradition. I played there in the 1950s 

· Then known simply as The Battery. Former function survived in local oral tradition.
	No5 youth

	
	· Cliff erosion  1812 to date
	No5 Overlay

	
	· Back to No.7 and letting the land
	PPP

	
	· From around the time it was disarmed, if not before, at least part of the site was leased out by the military. 

· Around 1874, it was to Mr. Courtney, a builder, who lived next door in Bella Vista, and after him to George Bower, a local builder and developer.
	Map 1883

	
	· 1897 property leased to Killiney & Ballybrack UDC, sold to them in 1909. Town Hall round corner from Tower
	UDC hall

	
	· Rates office and Council store  1909 + (left), 

· Ground floor door - ? 1900 +

· Legion Hall 1939 + (right) – social focus in my day (marriages)

· Bricked up door, Malik, 1954 – 1k lbs gelignite + detonators (Malik working for [Borough] sewerage scheme). Rejected Sandycove & Bartra as too near houses.
	Rates off + hall 1979

	
	· Borough reject sale or long lease and investigating use for cultural or tourist purposes
	Borough ltr 1969

	
	· 1977 surfaced an old Merryweather horsedrawn honeycart from the UDC. Unique, two horse, steep hills. 
	Merryweather

	
	· Now in Howth Transport Museum. 

· Connection to the main sewerage system was a local political issue into 1950s-60s. 

· Daleview cottages had toilets at end of garden which were regulalrly emptied by the Borough tanker.
	Merryweather

	
	· The neighbours discontent at the rubbish and infestation came to a head, and rose to national political level in 1987. Sean Barrett, then Government Chief Whip, and a Borough TD, took up Summerhill's case with the Council. 
	Barrett ltr

	
	· Borough inspection showed land raised by 5ft.(prob. more)
	Dump map detail

	
	· 1987: sold to Leonard of Padua (house & poss restore some)

· 1996: sold to Niall (house &  restore )
	T: for sale

	
	· Pathbreaking

· Enormous

· Some stats: 

· 250 people

· 230 x 20 ton lorryloads @ €1,600 each - €380K +

· €2m spent to date

· Paul Kerrigan did comprehensive survey of what needed
	T: restoration

	
	· All the elements: Legion Hall, Corpo Shed, Coach house, Gunner's Cottage & Magazine
	Aerial site 1968

	
	· Legion Hall burnt down 1981, Corpo Shed gone, North Wall of Battery destroyed to allow Council access to Battery for yard.
	Aerial site 1982

	
	· The site Niall started with was a mess: more gone: Coach House, Gunner's Cottage and Magazine gone. “5 ft of excess earth & rubbish” to be disposed of.
	Aerial site 1992

	
	· Other than the basic structure, the Tower was in an awful state. Only the walls of the Artillery Room remained.
	Tower

	
	· Very few clues, and no plans available.
	Artillery store 1

	
	· Battery wall was only barely there.
	Battery wall

	
	· Coach house had been destroyed.
	Coach house

	
	· Glacis had to be dug out. 

·  Remediating  dumping activities of the public authorities since 1909 – UDC and DL Borough Council (though possibly containing some of Courtney's and Bower's rubbish). 
	Glacis

	
	· The roof repaired
	Roof

	
	· The whole Tower repointed 

· New entrance to the site constructed. The old entrance was a traffic hazard.
	Pointing

	
	· Snow stops play.

· Coach House & Gunner's Cottage reconstructed
	Snow

	
	· As well as being sole project manager of this vast and complex project, Niall is not above getting his hands dirty.
	Niallbarrow

	
	· The casting, testing, importing and installation of the Cannon and its Carriage is a story in itself. 

· [You can see a short video  on Youtube: ref in b/u page]
	T:Cannon

	
	· There was no existing pattern (mould) for this 18 pounder cannon so one had to be made. 
	Pattern 1

	
	· Stills from video follow:
	

	
	· Cast in Ashford, Kent, UK

· 2½ tons of 200 (iron) ore at 1,3300C
	Casting

	
	· Two key figures at the casting. Doug Rogers, who has combed the UK National Archives in Kew for every last fragment of evidence, and his wife Sylvia, Niall's sister.

· Mention them particularly as they found stuff I'd been looking for over 30yrs – La Chaussée maps & location of Lime Kiln.

· Mention Kerrigan again here
	Doug & Sylvia

	
	· Proofed by the Birmingham Gun Barrel Proof House at Fort Nelson.

· Could have exploded 

· After proofing Niall gets the first shot.
	Firing

	
	· Gun carriage is lifted onto the Crown of the Tower
	Carriage lift

	
	· Cannon carefully lowered into place
	Barrel in place

	
	· Now to look at the fruits of all that labour. The Tower as it is today, restored and resplendent. A shining example of what can be done and what needs to be done with our heritage.
	T: Tower Today

	
	· This is now an iconic image of our time. Respect.
	Tower restored

	
	· Detail down to the dry moat
	Dry Moat

	
	· First floor door is unbricked and restored. Ground floor door bricked up.
	Door

	
	· We can glimpse the Officer's study/office
	Desk

	
	· The dressing room. An artillery man's uniform.
	Uniform

	
	· Only very narrow spiral stairway (people)

· The tackle to raise everything else

· including the cannon to the crown of the Tower.
	Tackle

	
	· A musket loop to fire on the enemy and protect the battery
	Loop

	
	· As promised, one of the boundary markers.
	Marker 5

	
	· Tower openings to repel boarders and protect battery.
	Cannon pos bat

	
	· Restored Glacis – see earlier shot with digger.
	Glacis, wall & marker

	
	· The crowning glory. The cannon installed on the roof.
	Cannon roof

	
	· Terry Murray's magnificent exact scale model.
	Model 1

	
	· Allows a multiplicity of views of the site, not easily replicated in real life.
	Model 2

	
	· Current state of site. House sympathetic & to reflect Michael Scott's @ No.11
	Google view today

	
	· Imagine the mass of paperwork & bureaucracy involved

· What follows is just the tip of the paper mountain which surrounds just the importation, retention and firing of the cannon alone.
	T: Documentation

	
	· Consternation in D/Justice when importation of “firearm” turned out to be a working 18 pdr Georgian cannon
	Import

	
	· Prove you're not going to devastate the area
	Map

	
	· Licence possession
	Licence keep

	
	· Council permission to make noise
	Permit noise

	
	· Garda permission to have powder (explosive)
	Permit powder

	
	· Overall Garda conditions
	Garda conditions

	
	· Having & firing muskets on site (serial nos.)
	Garda muskets

	
	· And the friendly enforcer.
	Sergeant @ arms

	
	· The Tower was inaugurated on 12 July 2008 with the first on- site firing of the cannon.
	T: inauguration

	
	· 
	Film firing

	
	· 
	Corsican Defence


	Section
	Timing (mins)

	Start & La Chaussée (incl his map)
	6
	
	
	

	Google map La Chaussée
	9
	
	
	

	Google map Towers
	
	
	
	

	No 7 Location
	4½
	
	
	

	Remnants
	5½
	
	
	

	UDC onwards
	6
	
	
	

	For Sale & Restoration
	3
	
	
	

	Cannon
	2½
	
	
	

	Tower Today
	4
	
	
	

	Documentation
	1½
	
	
	

	Inauguration
	2
	
	
	

	Total
	45½
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